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Hanuman decides to take his father, Lord Vayu 
(Wind), Bhagavan’s help. He turned towards the east, 
saluted his father, and expanded his body to go in 
the southern direction.

plava gapravaraird a  plavan  k tani caya .

With all the Varana sena watching, Hanuman de-
cides to fly – like a mighty ocean swelling on full 
moon days. He takes the posture for Rama’s success.

Hanuman now desires and is ready to cross the 
vast ocean. His body has grown immeasurably, and 
he presses the mountain with his feet and hands.

Pressed firmly by Hanuman, the mountain was 
shaken for a moment, which caused the flowers to 
drop from the treetops.

With heaps of flowers full of fragrance falling from 
the trees all over the mountain, it looked as though 
it was a mountain of flowers.

The mountain, pressed hard under the feet of the 
valiant (Hanuman), discharged streams of water just as 
an elephant in a rut would exude water of intoxication.

Hanuman sways mountain, 

fountain of flowers drop
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Ayodhya Choti Devakali Mandir

Linked to worship of 
specifi c form of Kali

Jayantii Manggalaa 
Kaa l i i  Bhad r akaa l i i 
Kapaalinii Durgaa Shivaa 
Ks s amaa Dha a t r i i 

S v a a h a a  S v a d h a a 
Namostu Te
We salute Devi Kali, 

who is always victorious 
and always auspicious; 
we offer salutations to 
Bhadrakali Devi, who 
wears a skull garland; 
we salute Shiva’s consort 
and the embodiment of 
self-control and supports 
all beings; Devi Durga, 
who is Swaha as well 
as Swadha. We offer our 
salutations to you.
Choti Devikali Temple 

is located on the north east 
of Saptsagar, Ayodhya. 
After her marriage with 

Sri Ram while coming 
to Ayodhya, Sita Devi 
brought with her the 
ido l o f he r fami ly 
goddess, Mata Parvathi. 
Mahara j Dasha ra tha 
built a temple for the 
goddess in Ayodhya, 
which is called Choti 
Devikali. There are nine 
goddesses present in the 
temple, whose forms 
are very beautiful and 
charming. Sita Devi 
and all the other queens 
of Dhasaratha used to 
go to this temple for 
worship every day. The 
signi f icance of th is 
temple is that it is 
linked to the worship of 
a specific form of Kali. 
The temple symbolises 

the fierce and protective 
aspect of the goddess. 
The temple i s a l so 
mentioned in Rudyamal 
and Skandapuranam.

History
According to history, 

the temple was destroyed 
t w i c e  d u e  t o  t h e 
invasion by the Hudo 
and Mughals. It was in 
a dilapidated structure, 
and it was rebuilt by 
Maharaja Prushpamitra. 
The temple was ruined 
a second time by the 
Mughals. The Mahant 
of the Bindu sect built 
a smaller structure and 
placed the idol of Devi 
there. Chinese travelers 
Hiuen Tsann and Fa Hier 
have also mentioned the 
spiritual grandeur of this 
temple.
The temple was almost 

non-existent for a long 
time. During the Ram 
Mandir movement, an 
astrologer is believed to 
have calculated the future 
of the Ram Mandir on 

a wire leaf. It appears 
that the Nadi astrologer 
informed Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar that unless the 
temple of Ram Kuladevi 
is reconstructed to its full 
glory, there will be no 
permanent solution to the 
Ram mandir movement.
This prophecy prompted 

a few devotees, including 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, to 
search for the temple. It 
is said that the devotees 
discovered two temples 
of Kali located in the 
middle of the city. The 
small temple of Choti 
Devikali was one of 
them. At the same time, 
another Devi Kali temple 
was also found at some 
distance from the city. 
The temple was in 
ruins, and the temple 
bond was found filthy 
with garbage. The Ram 
Mandir movement started 
work on the plan for 
renovating the temple. 
The Devkali temple was 
re-consecrated on the 

morning of September 
18, 2002. Once the 
consecration of the Kali 
temple was completed, 
it was foreseen that 
the Ram Mandir issue 
would be resolved in 14 
years (Ram was exiled 
for exactly 14 years). 
In the year 2016–17, 
on the instruction of 
the Supreme Cour t , 
Hindus and Muslims 
sat across the issue, 
which was resolved in 
2019. The temple today 
is prominent and is 
patronized by thousands 
of devotees who feel 
that the goddess played 
an invisible, active, 
and divine role in the 
construction of Ram 
Mandir.

Deities
I n  t h e  s a n c t u m 

sanctorum, the impressive 
d e i t y  o f  G o d d e s s 
Devkali is seen. In the 
circumbulat ion area, 
there are 8 charming 
goddesses in different 
forms present.

Benefits
Devotees who visit 

and pray to Kali will 

be protected from evil. 
Devotees will end their 
sorrows and sins. The 
married couple gets 
happiness and peace in 
their married life and 
the prosperity of their 
children.

Festivals
Apart from the usual 

festivals, the temple 
attracts lakhs of devotees 
during Navarathri days. 
On the occasion of 
Janaki Navami, Choti 
Devi is decorated in 
a grand manner. A 
splendid aarti of 1051 
lamps is performed on 
the Chaitra Navarthri, 
Asadha Navarathri, and 
Ashwin Nava r a t h r i . 
Akhand Kirtan, Kanya 
Bhoj, and Bhandara are 
organized at the Basant 
Panchami and Janaki 
festivals. Rajbhog is 
offered at the time of 
Bal Bhog.

Timing of  gemple  
In the winter season 
in Chhoti Dev Kali 
temple, the doors are 
opened after Mangala 
Aarti at 06:30 AM, and 
Bhog Aarti is done at 

11:00 AM, at which 
Rajbhog is offered. In 
the evening, at 4:00 
AM, Bal Bhog Aarti is 
held, in which fruits, 
sweets, dry fruits, etc. 
is offered to Maa kali. 
The time of the evening 

Aarti is 06:30 PM, in 
which Rajbhog is again 
offered to Mata Kali; 
after that, at 09:00 PM, 
the kapat is closed for 
the devotees. In summer, 
it opens at 6 a.m. and 
closes at 9:00 PM.

Pressed by the powerful Hanuman, Mount Mahendra 
let out streams of the hue of gold and silver (contain-
ing the ores of these minerals).

The mountain threw down big boulders along with 
sulfur, just like fire emits columns of smoke, sur-
rounded by flames.

- V.V.S. Manian


