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Pune, Nov 26:   
Union Civil Aviation and Steel 

Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 
inaugurated a multi-storied Aero 
Mall at Lohegaon Airport in 
Pune. The project is multi -level 
car parking with integrated 
commercial complex.   

Speaking on this occasion, 
Union Civil Aviation Minister 
said that the work of the new 
building and cargo facility 
of Lohegaon Airport will be 
completed in the next 6 months. 
Direct flights to Bangkok Pune 
have been started and next 

month direct flight service to 
Singapore will be started. The 
Civil Aviation Minister promised 
to increase the number of flights 
from Pune. Currently 1,600 
flights operate from Pune airport 
per week; we are soon going to 
increase the number of flights. 
The Minister further said that 
Pune will also be developed like 
Mumbai. Cities like Gwalior, 
Pune and Kolhapur are very 
important cities for me. Various 
projects will be planned for their 
development?.   

New multi-level parking will 

resolve the issue of parking at 

Pune airport. Built at a cost of 

Rs 120 crore, the five-storey 

Aero Mall will have parking 

facilities for around 1,000 four-

wheelers and two-wheelers.

This mall has been built in a 

total area of 4 lakh 50 thousand 

square feet, out of which 3 lakh 

square feet of space is used only 

for parking and the remaining 

1 lakh 50 thousand square feet 

of space is used for commercial 

purposes.   

Aero Mall now in Pune airport

Tiruvandrum, Nov 26:  
Kerala made a record-

setting 196 per cent 
surge in domestic tourist 
arrivals in the first three 
quarters of the current 
year as compared to the 
corresponding period a 
year ago, reflecting a 
spectacular comeback 
from the pandemic-
triggered downturn, 
Tourism Minister P A 
Mohamed Riyas said on 
Friday.  

Sending clear signals 

that Kerala’s crucial 
travel and hospitality 
sector is poised to surpass 
pre-pandemic levels, the 
state received a total 
of 1,33,80,000 domestic 
tourists in nine months 
till this September, 
notching a 1.49 per cent 
increase as compared to 
the same period before 
COVID-19 struck the 
world, the Minister told 
a press conference here.  

What is more, this 
impressive performance 

shows a 196 per 
cent jump against the 
corresponding period 
last year, reflecting the 
success of the efforts 
made by the state 
including the marketing 
campaigns it mounted in 
India and abroad, Riyas 
said.  

Also, the January-
September period this 
year saw a 600 per cent 
stride in foreign tourist 
arrivals to Kerala, and 
the state is expected 

to host more overseas 
travelers as the world is 
opening up overcoming 
the pandemic-induced 
restrictions.  Kerala’s 
caravan tourism, Keravan 
Kerala, launched during 
the pandemic period, will 
be further developed as 
it has tremendous scope 
to attract foreign tourists. 
As part of this, plans are 
afoot to develop caravan 
parks in Bolgatty and 
Kumarakom, the Minister 
said.

Kerala tourism sees 196% increase in arrivals

Kerala, Nov 26:
Kerala Tourism will make all 

efforts to market Onam celebrations 
as a tourism product globally by 
formulating innovative campaigns, 
Tourism Minister P A Mohamed 
Riyas said on Thursday.

He was speaking after 
inaugurating a function held 
here for distribution of prizes 
of various contests relating to 
the cultural pageantry and global 
Onam ‘pookalam’ conducted 
by the Tourism Department as 
part of the week-long Onam 

celebrations organised by the 
Kerala Government.

“A symbol of resilience, hope 
and equality, Onam has become a 
significant product that can attract 
domestic and foreign tourists. With 
the formation of tourism clubs 
in some foreign cities including 
London, the Tourism department 
has already initiated efforts to 
market the next year’s Onam 
globally.

By prominently projecting 
the unique features of various 
destinations, we will be able to 

ensure greater flow of tourists to 
the state from across the world 
during the Onam season,” the 
Minister said.

Presiding over the function, 
Transport Minister Antony Raju 
lauded the efforts of the Tourism 
department and the public in 
making the Onam celebrations a 
state-wide success.

“The large public participation 
during this Onam was commendable 
and it made the celebrations 
outstanding”, he said.

Kerala to market Onam 
celebrations globally

Chennai, Nov 26:
It hasn’t even been 

a year since the Tata 
Group signed the 
papers to take over 
Air India. Yet, they’ve 
done something that 
hasn’t been done in 
the last eight years. 
On their watch, Air 
India has now become 
the most punctual 
airline in the country. 
While the carrier still 
has many roadblocks 
to clear, its latest on-
time performance data 
indicates that the new 
management is busy 
working behind the 
scenes to resolve its 
issues.

India’s aviation 
regulator, the DGCA, 
has released its data 
for October. And 
while many things 

remain unchanged, 
one particular figure 
immediately leaps out 
– Air India’s on-time 
performance (OTP). The 
airline registered an 
OTP of 90.8%, sending 
it straight to the top of 
the chart. This hasn’t 
happened in eight years.

Since 2014, Air 
India hasn’t topped the 
OTP chart for even 
a single month and 
would regularly report 
disappointing figures for 
departures. In October 
2019, its OTP was 
54.3%.

One of the first 
things the Tatas wanted 
to improve with Air 
India was its customer 
experience. Timely 
departures, good 
seats, and in-flight 
entertainment screens 

Air India turns most punctual 
airline in India

Chennai, Nov 26:
Aditya Chopra and ace director 

Siddharth Anand are relentlessly 
working to make Pathaan India’s 
biggest action spectacle! The 
visually spectacular Yash Raj Films’ 
action extravaganza, Pathaan, is 
part of Aditya Chopra’s ambitious 
spy universe and has the biggest 
superstars of the country Shah 
Rukh Khan, Deepika Padukone 
and John Abraham in it. It has 
now come to light that Pathaan 
has a huge Tom Cruise connection 

that is going to blow the minds 
of every spectacle movie going 
audience in India!

Siddharth reveals, “When one 
sets out to make the spectacle 
action film of India with one of 
the all time biggest heroes of 
our country, Shah Rukh Khan, 
you need to have a champion 
team that is unified in the vision. 
Thankfully we got an A-team 
that came together to push the 
visual envelope with Pathaan and 
I was delighted to have someone 
like Casey O’Neill, who has 
extensively worked with Tom 
Cruise, to be by our side.”

Shah Rukh has Tom Cruise
connect in YRF’s Pathaan

Director: A Sarkunam    
Cast: Atharvaa, Rajkiran, 

Radhika Sarathkumar, 
A s h i k a  R a n g a n a t h , 
Jayaprakash    
The story of Patthathu 

Arasan beg ins wi th 
Chinnadurai (Atharvaa) 
educating a Kabbadi player 
about his grandfather 
Potheri (Rajkiran) and the 
laurels that he has brought 
to the hometown. We are 
also given a glimpse of 
his hay days and how 
powerful Potheri was as 
a Kabbadi player. Though 
Chinnadurai (grandson of 
Potheri’s second wife) is 
not in good terms with 
his grandfather, Potheri 
and his immediate family 
members, he never let 
people disrespect the 
latter.  
Meanwhile Chellaiya, 

one of the grandson’s of 
Potheri, gets selected for 

pro-Kabbadi league - a 
dream of sorts for many 
players in the town. One 
of his team members, 

plots plan to disrupt 
Chellaiya’s peace and 
defame Pothari who is 
still a pride for many. The 

guy succeeds and even 
villagers brand Chellaiya 
as a traitor. This forces 
Chellaiya to take up a 
drastic decision by ending 
his life.  
Chinnadurai decides 

to find the real culprits 
behind his brother’s 
death. He along with 
his grandfather Potheri 
also challenges the entire 
village to play Kabbadi 
against their family 
members to prove a point.  
Atharvaa has given 

very earnest performance. 
Rajkiran is bri l l iant 
a s Po tha r i  and h i s 
performance in the second 
half is something to be 
remembered. Ashika has 
a delivered a decent 
performance throughout. 
Ghibran’s music is truly a 
saving grace for Pattathu 
Arasan.  

‘Pattathu arasan’ Rural sports drama

Direc t ion : Manjo 
Beedha
C a s t :  S a n t h a n am , 

Riya Suman, Pugazh, 
Munishkanth
The story begins with 

Kannayiram (Santhanam), 
an optimistic wannabe 
detective, who aspires 
to take up sensational 
cases to prove his merit. 
Despite strongly believing 
that he isn’t receiving the 

‘Agent Kannayiram’ watchable 
investigative thriller

Director :Hemanth
Cas t : Sas ikumar, 

P a r v a t h i  A r u n ,  JD 
Chakravarthy
‘Kaari’a rural action 

drama discusses topics 
like pro-animal liberation, 
corporate greed, the ethics 
of meat consumption, and 
other matters that we 
rarely come across.
The story revolves 

around the life of a horse 
jockey in Chennai and 
how fate brings him to a 
small village in Ramanad 
district, which is about 
to witness the cruelty of 
money and power.
Kaari begins as a typical 

rural-actioner, discussing 
the rivalry between two 
villages near Ramanad, 
Kariyalur and Sivanenthal, 
and how organising a 
Jallikattu sport would help 
them resolve the issue. 
The winner is permitted 

‘Kaari’ engaging rural drama

to take authority over 
the administration of 
Karuppan temple, which 
is common to both.
P a r a l l e l l y,  S e t h u 

(Sasikumar), a horse 
jockey, and his father 
(Aadukalam Nara in) 

working in the horse 
stable. A severe situation 
results in the demise 
of his father, which 
brings the son to his 
ancestral native village 
in Ramanathapuram. Over 
there, he comes across a 

Jallikattu Kaari bull that 

changes his course of 

life.   In the meantime, 

we also get a glimpse of 

a corporate kingpin, SKR 

(JD Chakravarthy), who 

is into the meat business 

and the exploitation of 

animals.

Actor Sasikumar takes 

a cakewalk in the role, 

where he has already 

proved his success . 

His screen presence is 

charismatic and there’s 

no doubt about it. Be 

his polite romance or the 

ferocious action avatar, 

he does complete justice. 

Parvathi is a new talent 

in Kollywood. Offer her a 

meaty role, and she will 

nail it down impeccably.   

Aadukalam Narain is at 

his best. 

recognition he deserves, 
what keeps him going is 
his eye for detailing.
Santhanam plays agent 

Kannayiram; born out 
of wedlock, he has had 
a bad childhood. While 
his mother loves him, 
his father abandons them 

as he already has a 
family. Kannayira and 
his mother end up being 
servants to his father’s 
family. When his mother 
fails to defend him 
fearing abandonment, he 
distances himself from 
her. When his mother 

dies, he is unable to 
make it back to his 
native village in time. 
Unab l e  t o  s e e  h i s 
mother for one last time, 
Kannayiram is haunted 
by guilt and nightmares. 
That’s when he is drawn 
to a mysterious case in 
the village as unidentified 
bodies land up besides 
the railway track. As 
Kannayiram solves the 
case, he also gets closure 
with his mother. In its 
essence, it sounds good, 
but the film is lost in 
translation from words 
to screen.
Santhanam has done 

extremely well in the 
lead role. The film also 
has a good show from 
Riya Suman, while the 
rest of the cast are just 
about par.

that actually work are 
all being looked at. And 
while there’s still some 
time before we can 
expect better aircraft 
interiors, it’s good to see 

the remarkable progress 

made in the punctuality 

department, all within a 

year of the new owners 

taking charge.


