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Chennai, Feb 1:
Veteran filmmaker 

Adoor Gopalakrishnan 
stepped down as 
chairman of KR 
Narayanan National 
Institute of Visual 
Science and Arts 
(KRNNIVSA) on 
Tuesday.
Since December 2022, 

the students of have 
been on an indefinite 
protest demanding 
the resignation of 
the institute’s director 
Shankar Mohan who 
faced allegations of 
caste discrimination. 
The students alleged 
that Shankar, a former 
actor and filmmaker, 

has exhibited caste-
based discrimination on 
the campus on multiple 
occasions and asked 
conservancy workers 
to clean the toilets of 
the director’s private 
residence.
The allegation 

also includes 
Shankar breaching 
students’ reservation 
rules. Meanwhile, 
Gopalakrishnan 
supported the director 
and refuted the 
allegations. He was 
criticised for the same. 
Following that, on 
January 21, Shankar 
resigned as the director.

Adoor steps down as 
chairman of Kerala 

film institute
Chennai, Feb 1:

The star-studded, four-
part docu-series will 
feature 35 leading voices 
of the Hindi film industry 
and dive into the history 
of Bollywood through 
the lens of YRF’s impact 
in making Bollywood a 
household name globally  
N e t f l i x ,  o n e  o f 

the wor ld’s lead ing 
entertainment services, 
will globally celebrate 
legendary film-maker 
Yash Chopra &Yash Raj 
Films’ rich cultural legacy 
of 50 years in a new 
four-part docu-series titled 
‘The Romantics’!  
The docu- series will 

release in190 countries 

and will also be subtitled 
in 32+ world languages, 
g iven the reach of 
Bollywood across the 
world and the impact that 
YRF has had in shaping 
the equity of Hindi film 
industry worldwide for 
50+ years.  
Netflix will globally 

release The Romantics on 
Feb 14, 2023 as a tribute 
to Yash Chopra, who is 
regarded as the ‘Father 
of Romance’ in India 
because of his iconic 
romantic films like Silsila, 
Lamhe, KabhiKabhie, 
Vee r -Zaa ra , Di l To 
PagalHai, Chandni, Jab 
TakHaiJaan, etc.  

Netfl ix’s  ‘The 
Romantics’ to celebrate 

Yash chopra

After much wait and 
anticipation, the sequel 
of Ponniyin Selvan finally 
has a release date. The 
film is slated to hit the 
big screens on April 28, 
2023.IMAX Corporation 
and Lyca Productions on 
Tuesday announced their 
plans to release Ponniyin 
Selvan II to IMAX this 
year. The film marks 
a sequel to Tamil film 
Ponniyin Selvan I.  
Ponniyin Selvan II stars 

Vikram, Aishwarya Rai 
Bachchan, Jayam Ravi, 
Karthi, Trisha, Aishwarya 
L e k s hm i ,  S h o b h i t a 
Dhulipala, Prabhu, Vikram 

Prabhu and Prakash Raj 
in pivotal roles. Ponniyin 
Selvan II continues the 
story of the great Chola 
emperor Raja Raja Chola, 
the most powerful King 

in South at his time.He 
is chiefly remembered 
for reinstating the Chola 
power and ensuring its 
supremacy in Southeast 
Asia and the Indian 

Ocean.  
The film is helmed 

b y  M a n i  R a t n am , 
produced and distributed 
by Subaskaran’s Lyca 
Productions, which also 
backed Ponniyin Selvan 
I and Robot 2.0 among 
other films.  
Megan Colligan, the 

Pre s iden t o f IMAX 
Entertainment said about 
the development: “IMAX 
is coming off its best 
year ever at the Indian 
box office thanks in large 
part to breathtaking local 
blockbusters like Ponniyin 
Selvan I.”  

Mani Ratnam’s PS2 to release 
on IMAX on April 28

Chennai, Feb 1:
 Yash Raj Films’ Pathaan, 

directed by Siddharth Anand, is 
on a record-breaking run at the 
domestic and overseas box office 
as it collected 591 crore gross 
worldwide in just 6 days! Pathaan, 
on its 6th day, registered 26.50 
crore nett in India (Hindi – 25.50, 
All Dubbed versions – 1.00 crore), 

taking the India gross to 32 crore.
The overseas gross on day 6 is 

at 16 crore. In 6 days, Pathaan 
has recorded $27.56 million (224.6 
crore) in the overseas territories 
alone, while nett collection in India 
stand at 307.25 (Hindi - 296.50 
crore, Dubbed - 10.75 crore) 
Pathaan, thus, created more records 
today as it became the fastest 

Hindi film to breach 300 crore 
NBOC barrier, set on Day 6 and 
also became the 1st Hindi Film to 
breach 300 crore nett barrier since 
the pandemic! With this insane 
result, all films of YRF’s Spy 
Universe - Ek Tha Tiger, Tiger 
Zinda Hai, War’s and Pathaan are 
blockbusters.

Pathaan breaching
Rs. 600 crore gross worldwide

Chennai, Feb 1:
Tourism Malaysiakicks 

off its first roadshow 
in India this year, 
alongside with 
theMalaysian Association 
of Tour &Travel Agents 
(MATTA)across five 
cities from 30thJanuary 
to 7thFebruary 2023. 
The roadshow starts 
in the city ofChennai, 
followed by Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, Mumbaiand 
Ahmedabad.
The mission is led by 

Mr. Mohd Amirul Rizal 
Abdul Rahim, Senior 
Deputy Director of 
International Promotion 
(Asia & Africa) Tourism 
Malaysia, together 
with the Malaysian 
Association of Tour & 
Travel Agents (MATTA) 
andsupported by 30 
organisations, comprises  
one (1) state tourism 
body, one (1) airline, six 
(6) hotel/resort operators, 
twenty (20) travel agents 
and two (2) product 
owners.
The Malaysian 

sellers and Indian 
buyers participated in 
the business matching 
session and networking 
dinner, apart from 
seminars focusing 
on leisure and niche 
tourism markets such 
as meeting & incentives 
groups (MICE), 
wedding, golfing and 
family fun activities.
Dato’Zainuddin Abdul 

Wahab, Director General 
of Tourism Malaysia 
said,  “The pandemic 
has been tremendously 
challenging for us, but 
ever since the reopening 

of our international 
border in April 2022, 
I am glad to let you 
know that we have 
welcomed more than 
7 million international 
tourist arrivals in 2022. 
Hence, we are optimistic 
about achieving higher 
numbers in 2023 where 
we target to welcome 
15.6 million international 
tourist arrivals with 
MYR47.6 billion in 
tourism receipts.”, 
said “MATTA has 
successfully organised 
many sales missions 
to India since 2016. 

The  organised mission 
had created a good 
working opportunities 
among our counterparts 
and at the same 
timepromotes Malaysia. 
We believed that with 
this determination, 
accompanied by an 
effective promotional 
message, will improve 
the cross-promotional 
connection and create 
a stronger awareness 
of the India travel 
markets.”
Presently Malaysia 

has recently launched 
a new eVISAMultiple 
Entry Visa (MEV) 
facility consists of fly & 
cruise, wedding, medical 
treatment and business 
visitors purposesfor 
Indian tourists that 
comes with a six-month 
validity, a 30-day length 
of stay (LOS) and costs 
only Rs. 1,000.00. The 
visa can be applied 
online through https://
malaysiavisa.imi.gov.my/
evisa/evisa.jsp.

Tourism Malaysia kicks off 
first roadshow in India

Chennai, Feb 1:
Bajaj Finserv, holding 

company of Bajaj Group’s 
financial services busi-
nesses, on Monday report-
ed a 42 per cent growth 
in consolidated net profit 
at Rs 1,782 crore in the 
quarter ended December 
2022, on high double-
digits revenue growth.
The Pune-based com-

pany, which is into retail 
lending, life and general 
insurance, and wealth 
management, among oth-
ers, said its consolidated 
revenue grew 23 per cent 
to Rs 21,755 crore during 
the reporting quarter.
Its flagship Bajaj Fi-

nance recorded highest 
ever quarterly profit after 
tax of Rs 2,973 crore, up 

40 per cent on-year, while 
its wholly-owned subsid-
iary Bajaj Home Finance 
recorded a growth of 81 
per cent in net profit.
Bajaj Allianz General 

Insurance gross written 
premium grew 29 per 
cent to Rs 3,821 crore, 
while the life insurer Ba-
jaj Allianz Life recorded 
a growth of 22 per cent 

in individual rated new 
business premium at Rs 
2,289 crore, down from 
Rs 2,377 crore.
Its individual rated new 

business premium rose 
22 per cent to Rs 1,255 
crore, but group protec-
tion new business de-
clined to Rs 605 crore 
from Rs 717 crore.

Bajaj Finserv net income jumps 42%

Chennai, Feb 1:
Worldline, a global 

l eade r in paymen t s 
services, announced the 
signing of memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
to offer PayTech Pioneer 
Programme with eight 
prestigious engineering 
colleges in Chennai.
Wo r l d l i n e  I n d i a’ s 

P a y T e c h  P i o n e e r 
Programme is an initiative 
to hire some of India’s 
best Engineering Talent 
from college campuses 
across the country to 
be part of its ambitious 
growth plans. The PayTech 
Pioneer Programme will 
support the institutes to 
bridge the gap through 
s t ruc tu r ed indus t ry-

specific training to benefit 
the students. It will make 
their transition smoother 
and create a strong base 
for employability.
The selected colleges 

partnering with Worldline 
India to offer PayTech 
P i one e r  P rog r amme 
are Vellore Institute of 
Technology, Chennai 
Institute of Technology, 
Jeppiaar Institute of 
t e c h n o l o g y,  S RM 
Institute of Science and 
Technology , St. Joseph 
College of Engineering,   
BSA Crescent Institute of 
Science and Technology, 
S r i  Ve n k a t e s hw a r a 
College of Engineering,       
Rajalakshmi Engineering 
College.

To be selected as 
a PayTech Pioneer, 
students from 3rd and 
final year are eligible 
and must complete the 
course requirements with 
a minimum score as 
mandated to join the 
hacka thon . The top 
four winners from the 
hackathon wi l l jo in 
Worldline India as a 
PayTech Pioneer. 
Spe ak i ng on t h i s 

development, Deepak 
Chandnani, Executive 
Chairman, South Asia, and 
Middle East, Worldline, 
said, “We are delighted to 
partner with some of the 
prestigious engineering 
col leges in Chennai 
to launch our Paytech 

Pioneer Programme. This 
program will support 
our partner institutes to 
offer structured industry-
specific training in their 
curriculum and ensure 
smoo the r t r an s i t i on 
of engineers into the 
corpora t e wor ld by 
creating a stronger base 
for employability. We 
look forward to on-board 
some of the bright young 
minds as we continue 
to shape new ways of 
paying, living, and doing 
business.” 
 Worldline India plans 

to induct over 100trainee 
engineers across i ts 
Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore, 
and Chennai offices every 
year. 

Worldline to hire best
Engineering talents from Chennai

New Delhi, Feb 1:
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

collections for January 2023 stood 
at Rs 1,55,922 crore, 4 per cent 
higher than Rs 1,49,507 crore 
collected in December 2022.
January’s collections are second 

only to Rs 1.68 lakh crore gross 
GST collections recorded in April 
2022.
GST collections have crossed 

the Rs 1.50 lakh crore mark for 
the third time in 2022-23, official 
sources said.
Out of the Rs 1,55,922 crore 

GST collections for January 2023, 
CGST was Rs 28,963 crore, SGST 
was Rs 36,730 crore and IGST 
stood at Rs 79,599 crore.
The government has settled Rs 

38,507 crore towards CGST and Rs 
32,624 crore towards SGST from 

IGST as regular settlement.
The total revenue of Centre and 

the states in January 2023 after 
regular settlement is Rs 67.470 
crore for CGST and Rs 69,354 
crore for the SGST.
Revenues in the current financial 

year up to January 2023 are 24 per 
cent higher than the GST revenues 
collected up to January 2022.

GST collections touch
 Rs. 1.55 lakh cr in January 2023

SBI Ladies Club, Chennai Circle conducted the Carnival 2023- Fun Fair For Charity under the leadership 
of Padmavathy R, President on 28th January 2023 at SBOA School & Junior College, Anna Nagar West Extn. 
The event was inaugurated by Radhakrishna R, Chief General Manager (Chennai Circle). Ladies Club has 
declared that the proceeds from this Carnival will be used for charity purpose. The event witnessed massive 
positive response from the public and approximately 5000 people attended the event.

Chennai, Feb 1:
The AIADMK on 

Tuesday complained  to 
Chief Electoral Officer 
Satyabrata Sahoo that 
the DMK was engaged 
in the production of 
fake voter identity cards 
in the Erode (East) 
Assembly constituency, 
where a by-election will 
be held on February 27.
D. Jayakumar, the 

par ty’s organisa t ion 
secretary and former 
Minister, told reporters 
that the author i t ies 
should ensure no fake 
cards were used on 
the day of polling.  He 
accused the ruling party 
of planning to “capture” 
booths.
R e f e r r i n g  t o  a n 

audio clip of a speech 
a l l e g e d  t o  b e  o f 
Local Administration 
Minister K.N. Nehru, 
Mr. Jayakumar said 
this showed the ruling 
party was going to use 
the “money power”.  
He urged the Election 
Commission to see to it 
that the by-election was 
held in a free and fair 
manner.
Meanwhile, a group 

of office-bearers from 
Tamil Nadu Bharatiya 
Janata Party lodged 
a complaint with Mr. 
Sahoo, alleging that the 
DMK and its allies were 
planning to distribute 
money to voters in the 
Erode (East) Assembly 
constituency.
Narayanan Thirupathy, 

State vice-president, 
who was among the 
group that met the CEO, 
referred to a recent 
video clip released by 
his party, in which 
Congress candidate in 
the constituency E.V.K.S. 
Elangovan and DMK 

DMK planning to use fake voter 
ID cards in Erode East: AIADMK

Minister K.N. Nehru were 
reportedly discussing 
plans to distribute cash.
Thirupathy said his 

party told the CEO 
that the brazen manner 
in which the two were 
discussing in the video 
wa s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n 
that the DMK and its 
allies were planning 
to distribute cash for 
votes on a large scale 
with the involvement 
of senior Ministers. The 
BJP demanded action 
against Mr. Nehru and 
Mr. Elangovan.
Expressing concern 

that the DMK may 
use the government 
machinery to turn the 
election in its favour, 
he said the party also 
demanded the transfer 

all key officials in the 
district to other places 
and sought deployment 

of more central forces 
to ensure a free and fair 
election.


