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CBI clean chit to 
Chandy, Abdullakutty; 
all accused let off hook
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ T’Puram

THE CBI has given clean chit to 
former chief  minister Oom-
men Chandy in the sexual as-
sault case connected to the sen-
sational solar scam. The 
development has come as a set-
back to the LDF government, 
which had handed over the 
case, involving several top UDF 
leaders, to the central agency 
in February 2021. 

The CBI, in its report submit-
ted before the Chief  Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) 
court Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Tuesday, 
also let BJP national 
vice-president A P Ab-
dullakutty off  the 
hook. With this, all the 
accused in the 2013 
case have been deemed 
i n n o c e n t  by  t h e 
agency. 

In a Facebook post 
on Wednesday, Chan-
dy said his public life 
had been an open 
book. The senior Con-
gress leader, who is 
undergoing treatment 
for a throat problem in 
Bengaluru, said everyone 
should introspect whether it is 
right to level baseless allega-
tions and brand someone as 
tainted.

As per the CBI report, there 
was no evidence to prove the 
charges against Chandy. It said 
he was not present at Cliff  
House, the official residence of  
the CM, on the day of  the crime 
as alleged by the complainant. 
The CBI also said there were 
discrepancies in the complain-
ant’s statements. She had also 
accused Abdullakutty, then a 

Congress leader, of  raping her 
at Mascot Hotel in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. The CBI said there 
was no evidence to prove this. 

The complainant, who was 
earlier arraigned in a slew of  
cheating cases, said she will 
move the court against the CBI 
report to ensure prompt action 
against all six accused. “I will 
continue to take legal action 
against all the accused persons. 
The plea will seek to quash the 
CBI’s findings. I will fight till I 
get justice,” she told reporters. 

Five days ago, CBI had given 
the clean chit to AICC 
general secretary K C 
Venugopal in the case, 
citing lack of  evi-
d e n c e .  T h o u g h 
Venugopal and the 
complainant had met 
on various occasions, 
there was no proof  to 
s u b s t a n t i a t e  h e r 
claims of  sexual 
assault. 

Besides Chandy, Ab-
d u l l a k u t t y  a n d 
Venugopal, the com-
plainant had levelled 
allegations of  rape 
and sexual harass-
ment against Con-

gress MLA A P Anil Kumar and 
MPs Hibi Eden and Adoor 
Prakash. 

The case was first probed by 
the Crime Branch, which had 
registered FIRs against the ac-
cused. On February 24, 2021, 
the state government handed 
over the probe to CBI, a move 
that UDF had termed ‘politi-
cally motivated.’ 

The Crime Branch too had 
submitted a report to the gov-
ernment saying they could not 
find any evidence to implicate 
Chandy. 
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Probe Cong turncoats, 
TPCC chief tells CBI
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

TPCC chief  A Revanth Reddy 
said that his party was mulling 
impleading itself  in the BRS 
MLAs poaching case, the inves-
tigation of  which was  handed 
over to the CBI by the high 
court on Tuesday. He also de-
manded probe against the Con-
gress MLAs who defected to the 
BRS. 

Speaking to the re-
porters in an informal 
conversation after par-
ticipating in the Con-
gress foundation day 
celebrations at Gandhi 
Bhavan on Wednesday, 
Revanth was of  the opinion 
that luring Congress MLAs 
with a promise of  ministerial 
berths and other significant 
posts in the government was 
also corruption. 

He faulted the positions tak-
en by both the BRS and BJP on 
the Poachgate case. “The BRS 
was at fault as it insisted on the 
probe being conducted by its 
own government, while the 

BJP was determined to have 
the investigation done by the 
Central agency. How it matters 
who probes the case,” he said. 

“It is evident that both par-
ties are using investigation 
agencies for their political ben-
efits,” Revanth alleged and add-
ed that the TPCC would write a 
letter to the CBI seeking a probe 
into “poaching” of  Congress 
MLAs by the TRS in 2018. 

Stating that three out of  
the four MLAs who fig-
ured in the Poachgate 
case switched loyalties 
from the Congress, he 
said that they would 

give the details of  how 
the defected legislators 

benefited in the ruling party.
Open letter to CM
Accusing Chief  Minister K 

Chandrasekhar Rao of  divert-
ing 15th Finance Commission 
funds, Revanth said that his 
party would organise a protest 
at Dharna Chowk on January 
2, if  the State government did 
not take back the money and 
clear the pending bills to the 
gram panchayats.

No stay on ED summons 
to Rohith Reddy, says HC
Courts directs agency to file reply to BRS MLA’s plea by Jan 5th

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

JUSTICE K Lakshman of  the 
Telangana High Court on 
Wednesday declined to stay 
the Enforcement Directorate 
notice served to Tandur BRS 
MLA Pilot Rohith Reddy. How-
ever, the court directed the ED 
to file a reply to the notice is-
sued to the MLA by January 5, 
2023, and adjourned the case.

Senior counsel for the peti-
tioner, S Niranjan Reddy, ar-
gued that the ED lacked power 
to investigate as the notice 
was issued under the Preven-
tion of  Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) 2002. Intervening at 
this stage, Justice Lakshman 
asked the senior counsel if  he 
was dissatisfied with the En-
forcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) or the summons 
issued Rohith Reddy. To this, 
the senior counsel replied that 
he was concerned about the 

jurisdictional aspect. 
When the judge wanted to 

know whether a charge sheet 
was filed in the case, the peti-
tioner’s counsel replied in 
negative. However, he  remind-
ed the court of  the order is-
sued by Justice B Vijaysen 
Reddy handing over the Poach-
gate case investigation to the 
CBI.

He further argued that the 
Central government with 
malafide intention was using 
its investigating agencies for 

their political ends. Even 
though no money was found 
in the case, the ED issued a no-
tice under the PMLA Act and 
summoned the petitioner for 
questioning, he alleged. 

Objecting to the registration 
of  an ECIR against the peti-
tioner, Niranjan Reddy said 
the ED probe becomes neces-
sary only when the “proceeds 
of  the crime” are found at the 
scene of  the crime. “The ED 
cannot examine the matter in 
the absence of  such evidence, 
according to the SC,” he said.

He also objected strongly to 
the ED seeking personal de-
tails of  Rohith pertaining to 
2014, Aadhaar numbers of  his 
family members, IT returns, 
information about assets, etc. 
“How can the ED ask petition-
er for information related to 
2014 while Moinabad farm-
house episode happened in 
October 2022,” he sought to 
know.
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Documents for Russian lawmaker’s cremation under verification
S I B A  M O H A N T Y / A S I S H  M E H T A 
@ Bhubaneswar

CREMATION of  billionaire 
Russian lawmaker and Putin 
critic Pavel Antov as well as 
his friend Vladimir Bydanov 
has emerged as central point 
of  investigation by Odisha Po-
lice which is examining au-
thenticity of  power of  attor-
n e y  ( P o A )  d o c u m e n t s
purportedly issued by their 
family members for funeral.

The Crime Branch which is 
probing the deaths occurring 

within days of  each other is 
believed to have reached out to 
authorities in India and in 
Russia. Sources pointed out 
that PoA for Bydanov’s crema-
tion was issued by his son 
while the lawmaker’s was fur-
nished by his daughter Anna 
Antova.

Information accessed by The 
New Indian Express reveals the 
document of  power of  attor-
ney for Antov’s cremation was 
sent by Russian consulate in 
Kolakata by email on Decem-
ber 26 to Odisha Police. The 

PoV document was written in 
Russian by Antov’s daughter 
Anna and an English transla-
tion was also attached for po-
lice to conduct post 
mortem.

The email suggested 
that post mortem re-
port be shared with 
Mikhail Turov and 
used for cremation ac-
tivities as well as trans-
portation of  ashes to the Rus-
sian Federation. Turov and his 
wife Natalia Panasenko were 
travelling with Russian law-

maker Antov and his friend 
Bydanov. Police sources point-
ed out that genuineness of  le-
gal documents and those who 

issued the same are being 
verified.

On the day, a Crime 
Branch team ques-
tioned Russian couple 
as well as Jitender 

Singh, the travel agent-
cum-interpreter. Singh 

who is fluent in Russian told 
investigators that Antov had 
visited India in the past and 
the former used to be his guide 

and interpreter. In fact, the 
Russian had a good friendship 
with him who operated as a 
freelance tour guide.

For this trip, Antov appar-
ently wanted to visit tribal ar-
eas of  India and Singh sent 
him certain options in Novem-
ber. Antov zeroed in on Odisha 
and North East India for holi-
daying which ended in the 
twin tragedy.  

While foul-play in the deaths 
is not suspected yet, sources 
said Odisha Police was not rul-
ing out any angle. 

Telangana government announced that the 
Secondary School Certificate public 
examinations will start on April 3. The number of 
papers was brought down to six from 11 for SSC 
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