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Chennai, Jan 3:
Indian tourists are 

the second highest 
number of visitors 
arriving in Singapore 
overtaking China in 
terms of number. Prior 
to Covid-19 pandemic, 
China had the highest 
number of tourists 
visiting the island nation, 
according to the news 
agency ANI. 
A total number of 

612,300 visitors from 
India arrived Singapore 
till November 2022, as 
per Singapore Tourism 
Board (STB) data. 
They also stay the 

longest with an average 
length of stay of 8.61 
days compared with an 
average of 5.19 days. For 
comparison, Indonesians 
on average stayed 4.66 
days, Malaysians for 4.28 

days and Australians for 
4.05 days.
Indonesia is the 

largest source of foreign 
visitors to Singapore 
with 986,900 visitors 
up till November, while 

Malaysia is in third place 
with 495,470, followed 
by Australia (476,480) 
and the Philippines 
(325,480), ANI reported. 
According to official 

data, these four countries 
together account for 
almost half (48 per cent) 
of the total arrivals to 
the small island state.
Singapore is set to 

report its best year 
for tourism since the 
Covid-19 pandemic shut 
the travel sector down 
with help from visitors 
from Indonesia, India, 
Malaysia and Australia. 

Chennai, Jan 3:
Director Vijay was 

recently given the 
Golden Visa by the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Over the last couple 
of years, the United 
Arab Emirates has been 
presenting celebrities 
from Kollywood with 
Golden Visa every now 
and then. The golden visa 
is a long-term residence 
that allows foreigners 
to live and work in the 
UAE without the need for 
a national sponsor and 
provides full ownership 
of their business.
Now, the United 

Arab Emirates has 
presented the Golden 
Visa to director Vijay 
of ‘Madrasapattinam’, 
‘Deiva Thirumagal’ and 
‘Thalaivaa’ fame. Actor-
filmmaker R Parthiepan 
became the first Tamil 
actor to receive Golden 
Visa from the United 

Arab Emirates earlier in 
December 2021.
After veteran actor 

Nasser, Rahman and 
director Venkat Prabhu 
recently, Ulaganayagan 

Kamal Haasan from the 
Tamil film fraternity to 
received the Golden Visa 
from the United Arab 
Emirates earlier in July. 
Actress Amala Paul, 

Trisha and Raai Laxmi 
has also received the 
Golden Visa and were 
honoured by the Dubai 
Government earlier in 
January.

Chennai, Jan 3:
Actor 

Sivakarthikeyan’s 
film ‘Maaveeran’ 
will be clashing with 
Silambarasan TR and 
Gautham Karthik-starrer 
‘Pathu Thala’ will be 
releasing on March 

30th, 2023. Looks 
like Sivakarthikeyan 
will be clashing 
with Silambarasan 
TR at the box-office 
with their respective 
films. Interestingly, 
Sivakarthikeyan’s very 
first appearance in a 

Los Angeles, Jan 3:
Jeremy Renner, the famous 

Marvel movie star, was injured 
in a recent accident. The actor 
is best known for playing 
‘Hawkeye’ (the archer) in 
several MCU films including 
the Avengers film series. 
The incident is said to have 
happened in Nevada’s Reno.
Renner’s spokesperson 

confirmed to the media today 
that he met with a snow-

plowing accident. “We can 
confirm Jeremy is in critical but 
stable condition with injuries 

suffered after experiencing a 
weather-related accident while 
plowing snow earlier today,” he 
added.
According to the sources, he 

was airlifted to the hospital 
after the accident and is getting 
great care. The 51-year-old 
actor has been nominated for 
two Academy Awards over his 
acting career. The fans and film 
celebrities are wishing Jeremy 
Renner a speedy recovery.

Chennai, Jan 3:
‘Thunivu’ starring 

Ajith and Manju 
Warrier in the lead 
has been cleared 
by the Censor 
Board with an U/A 
certificate.
The film’s trailer 

was released ahead 
of New Year on 
December 31st and 
it confirmed that the 
film was about a 

bank heist. Produced 
by Boney Kapoor, 
the film also stars 
Veera, Ajay, John 
Kokken, Prem, Bucks, 
Samuthirakani and 
Mahanadhi Shankar 
in pivotal roles. 
Ghibran’s background 
score lights up the 
fire, while the visuals 
also look classy. ‘
‘Thunivu’ marks 

the third continuous 

film of Ajith with 

director H Vinoth. 

After 8 years, Vijay 

and Ajith will face 

each other at the 

box office with their 

films ‘Varisu’ and 

‘Thunivu’ respectively. 

This festive season 

is going to be 

celebration for the 

fans of both the stars 

in Kollywood.

Dubai, Jan 3:
The Dubai administration 

on 1 January, 2023, need 
its 30 per cent tax on 
alcohol sales in the 
sheikhdom and made its 
required liquor licenses 
free to obtain.
With this, administration 

ended a long-standing 
source of revenue for 
its ruling family to 
apparently further boost 
its tourism to the emirate.
The New Year’s Day 

announcement, made 
by Dubai’s two state-
linked alcohol retailers, 
came apparently from a 
government decree from 
its ruling Al Maktoum 
family.
Though, it follows 

years of loosening 
regulations over liquor 
in the sheikhdom, 
which now sells alcohol 
during daylight hours 
in Ramadan and began 
providing home delivery 
during the lockdowns 
at the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic.
Alcohol sales have 

long served as a major 
barometer of the economy 
of Dubai. Dubai’s many 
bars drew commuting 
soccer fans during the 
recent World Cup in 
nearby Qatar.
Alcohol distributor 

Maritime and Mercantile 
International, which 
is part of the wider 
Emirates Group, made 
the announcement in a 
statement.
“Since we began our 

operations in Dubai 
over 100 years ago, 
the emirate’s approach 
has remained dynamic, 
sensitive and inclusive 
for all,” said Tyrone Reid 
of MMI. “These recently 
updated regulations are 
instrumental to continue 
ensuring the safe and 
responsible purchase and 
consumption of alcoholic 
beverages in Dubai and 
the UAE.”

India turns second largest tourist 
contributor to Singapore

Dubai ends fee on liquor license 
to promote tourism

Moscow, Jan 3:
Moscow has 

transformed into an 
exuberant and glittering 
destination marking the 
beginning of its festival 
season event, ‘Journey 
to Christmas’. The city 
celebrates magical festive 
places, must-see dynamic 
destinations, decorations, 
lighting, traditional 
winter sports activities 
and meeting Father Frost 
and Snegurochka, or 
the Snow Maiden. The 
festival will continue 
until January 8th 2023.
This large-scale event 

has transformed the city 
with Christmas and New 
Year festivities. Twinkling 
lights illuminate the 
streets, while ice-skating 
rinks and slides pop 
up everywhere. There 
are also live musical 
performances and much 
more for the entire 
family to enjoy. All 
the venues are stacked 
up with delicious food 
and spilling over with 

Moscow launches festive event for 

the Holiday Season

holiday cheer. Activities 
take place not only in 
the city center, but also 
in the distant boroughs. 
The event marks the start 
of the festivities sparking 
that magic and holiday 
cheer among Muscovites 
and the city guests—both 
young and old.
People from around the 

world attend fairs every 
year in different parts 
of Moscow creating 
a festive atmosphere. 
The early mornings are 
wonderful, but the most 
magical moments come 
in the evenings when 
thousands of lights are 
lit all around and the 
aroma of tangerines and 
Christmas baking spreads 
everywhere. They pour 

‘Thunivu’ Ajith, Manju 
pair enthuses fans

Director Vijay gets UAE’s 
Golden Visa

Marvel star meets with an accident

‘Maaveeran’ to clash with 
‘Pathu Thala’

movie was with Simbu 
in ‘Vettai Mannan’ 
directed by Nelson 
which was shelved due 
to various reasons.
While director 

Mysskin is playing 
the antagonist in 
‘Maaveeran’, veteran 
actress Sarita is playing 
Sivakarthikeyan’s 
mother. The film 
also has comedian 
Yogi Babu and 
popular YouTuber 
Monisha Blessy in 
important roles. Actor 
Sivakarthikeyan’s film 
‘Maaveeran’ with the 
director Madonne 
Ashwin of ‘Mandela’ 
fame is currently under 
production and the 
latest buzz is that the 
film is gearing up for 
a release in March. 
With the shooting of 
the film yet to be 
completed, reports are 
that the film is being 
planned to hit the 
screens on March 30th, 
2023. Actress Aditi 
Shankar, who made 
her debut with Karthi-

starrer ‘Viruman’ is 
playing the female lead 
in the film.
It was recently 

revealed that 
Silambarasan TR and 
Gautham Karthik-starrer 
‘Pathu Thala’ will be 
releasing on March 
30th, 2023. Looks 
like Sivakarthikeyan 
will be clashing 
with Silambarasan 
TR at the box-office 
with their respective 
films. Interestingly, 
Sivakarthikeyan’s very 
first appearance in a 
movie was with Simbu 
in ‘Vettai Mannan’ 
directed by Nelson 
which was shelved due 
to various reasons.
While director 

Mysskin is playing 
the antagonist in 
‘Maaveeran’, veteran 
actress Sarita is playing 
Sivakarthikeyan’s 
mother. The film also 
has comedian Yogi 
Babu and popular 
YouTuber Monisha 
Blessy in important 
roles. 

out hot tea, too, to make 
it warm for the guests 
and it is fun to walk 
around the Christmas 
markets. One can go on 
a gastronomic journey 
because national dishes 
from different parts 

of the country are on 
display and waiting for 
you to try them. Besides, 
you can buy handicrafts 
and local products as 
New Year gifts for your 
family and friends.
This time around, there 

are 32 festival sites. The 
Christmas programs take 
place in all districts of 
Moscow. As many as 
4,200 master classes 
have been prepared for 
guests and 19 rinks 
opened, while a lot more 
is waiting for you to 
explore!


