
 TUESDAY    25 - 1 - 2022  Chennai 5

London, Jan 25:   
Britain on Monday 

announced that it will 
scrap COVID-19 test 
requirements for fully 
vaccinated travellers 
entering England from 

next month.   
UK Transport 

Secretary Grant Shapps 
made a statement in 
the House of Commons 
outlining the COVID 
travel update, confirming 

UK scraps COVID tests 

for fully vaccinated

New Delhi, Jan 25:   
Air India has decided to check 

grooming and measure the body 
mass index (BMI) of cabin crew 
members at the airports just before 
their flights, according to an 
official order.   

 The carrier’s two unions 
- Air India Employees’ Union 
(AIEU) and All India Cabin Crew 
Association (AICCA) - on Monday 
wrote a letter to Chairman and 
Managing Director (CMD) Vikram 
Dev Dutt opposing the order on 
the grounds that it is dehumanising 

and in violation of rules prescribed 
by aviation regulator DGCA.   

 “BMI is a person’s weight in 
kilograms divided by the square of 
height in metres. A high BMI can 
indicate high body fatness,” stated 
the website of US’ Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.   

 The order dated January 20, 
2022, has come days before Air 
India’s hand over to the Tata 
group, which acquired the carrier 
in a competitive bidding process 
last year.   

 Cabin crew, who are well 

dressed and well groomed 
according to uniform standards 
and regulations, present a positive 
and professional image of the 
airline, the order stated.   

 “It is therefore emphasized 
that, all cabin crew adhere to 
uniform regulations communicated 
by the circular dated November 
18, 2019,” the order noted.   

 The January 20 order was sent 
by Vasudha Chandana, Executive 
Director - In-flight Services, Air 
India, to all cabin crew members 
in the carrier.   

AI to check cabin crew’s 
grooming, BMI

that from 4am local time 
on February 11 travellers 
who have had both doses 
of a COVID vaccine will 
no longer be required 
to take a test within 
two days of arriving in 
England.   

 “We are removing 
all testing measures for 
eligible fully vaccinated 
arrivals to England from 
4am on February 11, 
said Shapps.   

 “These changes have 
been made possible 
by the success of our 
vaccine and booster 
rollout. Arrivals in 
England who aren’t fully 
vaccinated will only need 
to take a pre-departure 
test and a PCR test on 
or before day two after 

arriving in England. All 
passengers will still need 
to complete a Passenger 
Locator Form, he said.   

Shapps clarified that 
“fully vaccinated” means 
two doses of an approved 
vaccination, including 
those administered in 
India, or one dose of a 
Janssen vaccine.   

 “That means that 
after months of pre-
departure testing, post-
arrival testing, self-
isolation, additional 
expense, all that fully 
vaccinated people will 
now have to do, when 
they travel to the UK, 
is to verify their status 
via a Passenger Locator 
Form,” Shapps told the 
House of Commons.   

In 1928, bacteriologist Alexander Fleming started to 
research common staphylococcal bacteria. He left a 
petri dish in his lab while he was on vacation—only 
to return and find that some liquid around the mold 
had killed the bacteria in the dish.He isolated the 
mold and identified it as Penicillium genus, which 
he found to be effective against all Gram-positive 
pathogens. Gram-positive pathogens cause diseases, 
such as diphtheria, gonorrhea, meningitis, pneumonia, 
and scarlet fever. Fleming discovered that it was not 
the mold itself but a “juice” it had produced that 
had destroyed the bacteria. He named this “mold 
juice” penicillin.  
Later, Fleming said: “When I woke up just after 

dawn on September 28, 1928, I certainly didn’t plan 
to revolutionize all medicine by discovering the world’s 
first antibiotic, or bacteria killer. But I suppose that 
was exactly what I did.”  
Initially, the medical community was not so 

enthusiastic about Fleming’s penicillin discovery. He 
also had difficulty isolating large quantities of “mold 
juice.” In 1940, just as Fleming was about to retire, 
2 fellow scientists, Ernst Chain and Howard Florey, 
became interested in penicillin. Soon, they were able to 
mass produce penicillin for use during World War II.  

Penicillin was first 
called ‘mold juice’

Did you know??

Chennai, Jan 25:
Jai Bhim has bagged 

three main awards at the 
9th Noida International 
Film Festival and the 
official announcement 
was made today. The film 
features Suriya, Lijimol 
Jose and Manikandan in 
lead roles.

Not long ago, ‘Jai 
Bhim’ was featured on the 
official YouTube channel 
of the Oscar Awards 
and it was shortlisted as 
one of the eligible films 
for the 94th Academy 
Awards. Earlier, the movie 
was also nominated for 
the Golden Globe Awards 

2022 for the Best Non-
English Language Film.
The movie was directed 

by TJ Gnanavel and the 
movie had Suriya, Lijomol 
Jose and Manikandan in 
the lead roles. Lijomol 
Jose plays the role of 
Sengani, whose husband 
Raja Kannu (portrayed 

‘Jai Bhim’ bags three back to 
back awards

Chennai, Jan 25:  
South star Vikram’s 

multilingual action 
thriller “Mahaan” is set 
to premiere on Prime 
Video on February 10, 
the streamer announced 
on Monday.  

 “Mahaan” is directed 
by Karthik Subbaraj, 
known for movies 
like “Jigarthanda”, 
“Petta” and “Jagame 
Thandhiram”.  

The official Twitter 
account of Prime Video 
shared the release 
date of the film with 
a poster. It’ll stream 
in Tamil, Telugu and 
Malayalam.  

The movie will also 
release on the streamer 
in Kannada as “Maha 
Purusha”. “Mahaan” is 
backed by Lalit Kumar 

‘Mahaan’ to stream on 
Prime Video next month

under the banner of 
Seven Screen Studio.  

 “Live life, 
Mahaan style Watch 
#MahaanOnPrime, Feb. 
10 in Tamil, Telugu 
and Malayalam Also, 

releasing in Kannada, 
#MahaPurushaOnPrime,” 
the announcement read.  

The film also stars 
Dhruv Vikram, Vani 
Bhojan, Bobby Simha, 
Simran, Sananth and 

Deepak Paramesh.  

Vikram was last seen 

in the 2019 thriller 

“Kadaram Kondan”, 

which was produced by 

Kamal Haasan.    

by Manikandan) gets 
arrested by the police 
for a crime that he has 
not committed. Sengani 
and Raja Kannu belong 
to the Irular tribe and 
the movie portrays the 
injustice happening to the 
tribal people because of 
caste politics.
S e n g a n i  w h o  i s 

pregnant and with the 
help of a lawyer Chandru 
(portrayed by Suriya) 
tries to find out the 
truth about her husband 
who goes missing while 
under police custody. It is 
later found out that Raja 
Kannu has been harassed 
by the police and dies 
while in custody but the 
police states that he ran 
away from the police 
station and went missing. 
Later, the movie shows 
how the lawyer tries to 
fight injustice against the 
tribal people to get them 
their basic living rights.

Mumbai, Jan 25:  
Actors Vicky Kaushal 

and Sara Ali Khan’s 
untitled film has finished 
its shooting, actor Sharib 
Hashmi said.  

 Directed by Laxman 
Utekar of “Luka Chuppi” 
and “Mimi” fame, the 
movie is backed by 
Dinesh Vijan’s Maddock 
Films.  

The film went on 
floors in December in 
Indore.  

Hashmi took to 
Instagram and posted 
pictures with the film’s 
cast and crew announcing 
the wrap.  

Sara Ali Khan’s untitled 
next wraps shoot

 “Made beautiful 

memories on the sets 

of this beautiful (yet 

untitled) film with a 

dream team produced 

by the awesome @

maddockfilms @pvijan 

Director @laxman.utekar 

sir you’ve won by heart,” 

he wrote.  

 “The Family Man” 

actor said, after working 

with Kaushal in the film, 
he has become a “bigger 
fan”.  

Hashmi called Khan 
a “sweetheart” and said 
the “Atrangi Re” actor 
doesn’t behave like a 
“star”.  

 “Thank you everybody 
and the entire team of 
this film who made this 
journey so smooth and 
memorable,” he added.  

Kaushal will next be 
seen in director Shashank 
Khaitan’s “Govinda 
Naam Mera” and Meghna 
Gulzar-directed “Sam 
Bahadur”.    

Chennai, Jan 25:
Actress Riya Suman, 

who kick-started her jour-
ney in the Tamil industry 
with Jiiva starrer Seeru is 
currently working on San-
thanam’s Agent Kannay-
iram and an other project 
with Director Venkat 
Prabhu for his film Man-
madha Leelai. She is ex-
cited to be a part of these 
two projects that have 
offered her more scope to 
exhibit her potential. The 
actress states, when Manoj 
Beedha approached her 
for Agent Kannayiram, the 
adaptation of the Telugu 
movie Agent Srivastava, 
he didn’t want her to 
watch the original ver-
sion as it would influence 
her. Significantly, Riya 
feels that her role has 
no resemblance with the 
original, except the charac-
ter description of being 
an assistant to the detec-
tive that she found while 

watching it after almost 

completing the shooting. 

The pretty actress ac-

claims Santhanam for his 

down-to-earth and humble 

nature. Besides, she feels 

that spirituality was the 

common factor between 

them. While sharing about 

her experience in Man-

madha Leelai, she is in 

awe of director Venkat 

Prabhu, who gets the best 

from actors in less than 

2-3 takes. Riya Suman 

adds that the story of 

Manmadha Leelai is set in 

two different time zones – 

Past and Present, and she 

appears in the latter one. 

Riya signs off saying that 

she has already signed a 

couple of Telugu projects, 

and a few more Tamil 

projects are in the pipeline 

that will keep her busy 

for the entire year.   

Riya Suman plays Santhanam’s 

assistant in ‘Agent Kannayiram’


