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15 kids at Anganwadi 
suffer ‘food poisoning’
E X P R E S S   N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

AT least 15 children fell sick after they reportedly ate 
adulterated food at an Anganwadi in Podalakuru town 
of  Nellore district. According to reports, the children 
were suffering from diarrhoea since Wednesday 
evening. 

Parents staged a demonstration at the Anganwadi and 
blamed the negligent attitude of  the staff  for 

delaying treatment to their children. They 
alleged that the children began vomiting 
and fell sick after eating food provided 
at the Anganwadi. They said the chil-
dren were admitted to a local hospital 
for treatment where doctors confirmed 

that they fell sick due to the adulterated 
food they ate. 

The children are getting treated at various hospitals in 
Podalakuru and Nellore city. Sources said their condition 
is stable now. 

ICDS supervisors Shakuntala, Bhagya Lakshmi, and 
Mahila Police Vijayalakshmi inspected the Anganwadi 
centre on Thursday and spoke to Anganwadi volunteer 
Amaravati and domestic help Rameeza to enquire about 
the incident.

District-wise break-up

District New 
cases

Total  
cases

New  
deaths

Total  
deaths

Anantapur 51 1,76,804 0 1,103

Chittoor 83 2,71,754 1 1,983

E Godavari 309 3,14,755 0 1,297

Guntur 132 2,02,122 0 1,273

Kadapa 56 1,34,569 0 652

Krishna 184 1,35,732 1 1,485

Kurnool 62 1,44,045 1 867

Nellore 58 1,64,10 1 1,087

Prakasam 87 1,55,290 0 1,145

Srikakulam 22 1,33,865 0 798

Vizag 110 1,90,140 0 1,182

V’nagaram 16 92,094 0 678

W Godavari 175 1,91,892 0 1,133

Active Covid infections drop to 
40,883 as AP adds 6K recoveries 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh reported 
1,345 fresh cases of  Covid-19 in 
the 24 hours ending 9 am on 
Thursday. The latest bulletin 
said 6,576 infected persons got 
cured while four more suc-
cumbed in the State.

The State has tested a total of  
3.27 crore samples, including 
26,000 afresh. 

East Godavari registered the 
highest single-day spike of  309 
infections even as all other dis-
tricts reported a daily growth 
of  below 200 in their caseload. 
The lowest of  16 positives were 
reported in Vizianagaram.

With the fresh spike in cases, 
the overall infections in Gun-
tur went past 2.02 lakh, while 
Kurnool and Nellore’s cumula-
tive tally crossed 1.44 lakh and 
1.64 lakh, respectively. 

The fresh recoveries took the 

overall to 22.54 lakh and 
brought down the caseload to 
less than 41,000. Prakasam dis-
trict has the highest 13,640 ac-
tive cases while the lowest fig-
u r e s  o f  3 9 8  w e r e  i n 
Vizianagaram.

One each death was reported 
from Chittoor, Krishna, Kur-
nool and Nellore.

Toddler reunited with parents 
Ongole: Prakasam police found a kidnapped 
toddler and reunited him with his parents 
within seven hours of receiving a complaint. 
Three persons, including two women, were 
arrested in the case, police said on Thursday. 
The nine-month-old’s mother on Wednesday 
complained to the police that her son had 
gone missing.  SP Mallika Garg formed a 
special investigation team to find the baby.

Leopard killed on road 
Kadapa: An year-old leopard was killed after 
allegedly being hit by a vehicle on Rayachoti 
Road at Guvvalacheruvu on Wednesday. The 

leopard was suspected to be crossing the 
road from Seshachalam forest when the 

mishap took place. Upon being alerted by 
locals, forest officials reached the spot and 

shifted the carcass of the leopard to 
Rayachoti forest office. 

Minister calls on Gadkari 
Vijayawada: State R&B Minister M Sankara 

Narayana met Union Transport Minister Nitin 
Gadkari in New Delhi and invited him to 

Vijayawayda to lay the foundation for 51 
projects, worth `20,000 crore, on Feb 17. 

Speaking to media persons in New Delhi, he 
said he has requested the Centre to grant 

funds for Vijayawada East Bypass and a six-
lane Visakhapatnam-Bhogapuram road.
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On Thursday, East Godavari registered the highest single-
day spike of 309 Covid cases even as all other districts 
reported a daily growth of below 200 in their caseload. 
The lowest of 16 positives were reported in Vizianagaram

ONE-DAY 
SURGE

Inter exams from April 8, SSC May 2
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

WHILE the Class 10 SSC exams 
will take place from May 2 to 13, 
the Intermediate exams (for 
both years) have been sched-
uled to be held between April 8 
and 28 in the State. 

Ministers  Audimulapu 
Suresh and Buggana Rajen-
dranath Reddy on Thursday 
released the schedule for both 
the examinations, in Kurnool. 

The school and Inter exams 
will be held from 9.30 am to 
12.45 pm and 9 am to 12 pm, re-
spectively, as per the time table. 
Inter practical tests will take 

place from March 11 to 31, said 
the education minister, who 
had earlier clarified that it was 
necessary for all students to 
take the exams.

It may be recalled that the 
State government had can-
celled the examinations of  the 
last two years, and passed all 
students due to the pandemic. 

Addressing the media, 
Suresh said there is no threat 

to the health of  the students as 
the government is taking all 
Covid precautionary measures 
at schools and colleges. 

He said a total of  9,86,533 stu-
dents will take the Intermedi-
ate theory exams at 1,456 test 
centres across the State; 3,34,815 
will appear for the practical ex-
ams to be held from March 11 to 
31 at 1,757 centers. Tests on Eth-
ics and Human Values will be 

held on March 7 and Environ-
ment Studies on March 9, he 
informed.

“The exams will held amid 
strict Covid-19 protocols. The 
decision to hold the exams was 
taken only to benefit the stu-
dents’ academics. The exams’ 
schedule will not collide with 
any competitive exam.” 

Suresh also ordered the de-
partment officials to ensure 
sanitation at all exam centres 
and set up thermal screening 
units there. Students will be al-
lowed to the exam hall only af-
ter thermal screening and if  
they wear proper face masks.

9,86,533 to appear for Inter theory exams at 1,456 centres, practicals to begin next month

May 2 First 
Language-I

May 4 Second 
Language

May 5  English

May 7 
Mathematics

May 9 Physical 
Science

May 10 Biological 
Science

May 11 Social 
Studies

May 12 First 
Language -II

May 13 SSC 
Vocational 

Course (Theory)

SSC EXAMS

April 9 Second Language-II

April 12 English-II

April 16 Mathematics- II A 
/Botany- II/Civics-II

April 19 Mathematics -IIB, 
Zoology -II and History-II

April 21 Physics-II and 
Economics -II

April 23 Chemistry- II, 
Commerce-II, Sociology-II 
and Fine Arts, Music -II

April 26 Public 
Administration-II, Logic-II 
and Bridge Course  
Maths-II

April 28  Modern 
Language-II and 
Geography-II

INTER 2ND YEAR

April 8 Second language-1

April 11 English -1 

April 13 Mathematics1A/Botany-1/Civics-1

April 18 Mathematics 1b/Zoology-1/History-1 

April 20 Physics-1/ Economics-1 

April 22 Chemistry-1/Commerce-1/Socialogy-1/
Fine Arts-1,Music-1 

April 25 Public administration-1/Logic-1/
Bridgecourse-1

April 27 Modern Language-1 /Geography-1

INTERMEDIATE 1ST YEAR 

The exams will held amid strict Covid-19 protocols. The decision to 
hold the exams was taken only to benefit the students’ academics. 
The exams’ schedule will not collide with any competitive exams

Audimulapu Suresh, Education Minister

Death of tigress: Two forest officials suspended
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kurnool 

TWO forest staff  have been 
placed under suspicion for 
their alleged negligence in 
tracking wild animals in their 
jurisdiction. 

A tigress, aged around 3, 
was found dead under suspi-
cious circumstances near Gan-
dlaleru reservoir under Chela-
ma forest range of  Nandyal 
division in the Nagarjunasa-
gar Srisailam Tiger Reserve 
(NTSR) on Wednesday. 

   Official sources said the news 
of  the tigress death in the for-
est was circulated on social 
media platforms three days be-
fore the forest staff  found its 
carcass. It was only through 
locals that the forest staff  
came to know about the tigress 
death. 

Taking serious view of  the 
lapse of  staff, Conservator of  
Forests P Rama Krishna on 
Thursday issued an order sus-
pending Peddakambaluru for-
est section officer Srinivasa 
Reddy and forest beat officer 

James Paul for their negli-
gence as the duo were sup-
posed to keep a track on the 
w i l d  a n i m a l s  i n  t h e i r 
jurisdiction.

Meanwhile,  the forest  
officials are yet to get the  
post-mortem report to ascer-
tain the cause of  tigress 
death. 

It is suspected that those 
who were behind the death of  
tigress, might have tried to 
erase evidence as burn marks 
were found on its body, sources 
added.

FM lays stone 
for Cluster 
varsity building
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kurnool

JAGANNATHAGATTU in 
Kurnool will be turned into 
an educational hub as several 
educational institutions, in-
cluding Cluster University, 
National Law University and 
Judicial Academy, will be es-
tablished there soon, said Fi-
nance Minister Buggana Ra-
jendranath Reddy. “ The State 
HC will also come up in the 
district after getting clear-
ances from the Court,” he 
added.  The FM and Educa-
tion Minister Audimulapu 
Suresh on Thursday laid the 
foundation for new buildings 
of  Silver Jubilee College and 
Cluster University, to be built 
at an estimated ̀ 88.50 crore at 
Jagannathagattu here. 

Now, pay for unreserved 
train tickets through UPI

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a move to encourage cashless 
transactions and digital pay-
ments, the South Central Railway 
(SCR) has introduced payments 
for tickets at automatic ticket 
vending machines through QR 
(Quick Response) codes. 

In a press release on Thursday, 
SCR general manager Sanjeev 
Kishore said in addition to the ex-
isting modes of  payment, passen-
gers will get the option of  making 
UPI payments through PayTm or 
Freecharge. The ATVMs will dis-
play the QR codes, which can be 
scanned for buying the tickets. 

After successful trans-
actions,  the ma-
chines will gen-
erate automated 
unreserved and 
platform tickets. 
Till now, the 
p a s s e n g e r s 
had to  buy 
smart cards 
mandatorily 

and recharge it with money in or-
der to buy from the ATVMs. The 
smart cards can be recharged on-
line or at general booking 
counters 

In order to extend this facility 
to the rail users who do not have 
smart cards and to further en-
courage the digital payments 
duly simplifying the process, a 
user-friendly system of  payment 
has been introduced for purchase 
of  tickets by utilising the pay-
ment gateways (Paytm or Free-
charge), duly scanning the QR 
code which is displayed on 
ATVMs, the release said.  

“We appeal to all rail users to 
utilize the service to buy the gen-
eral tickets and avoid queues and 

cash transactions at booking 
counters. This facil-
ity will immensely 
help the rail users 

to have safe and 
secure travel 
during the pan-
d e m i c, ”  t h e 
S C R  G M 
added.

G O I N G  C A S H L E S S

SUPPORT POURS IN 
A woman protests against the ban on female students wearing hijab at a 

Karnataka college, at a dharna organised in Vizag on Thursday |  G SATYANARAYANA


