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Kolkata Knight Riders newly
appointed bowling coach

Bharat Arun said that the fran-
chise would look to pick play-
ers who can adapt to all condi-
tions during the upcoming IPL
mega auction.

As things stand now, the
venue of the tournament slated
to be held in the last week of
March is yet to be decided and
with 10 days left for the auction
the KKR think tank are busy
preparing their strategy.

"You need to pick players
who can adapt to different con-

ditions. Even before the pan-
demic, when you picked bowlers
for home conditions, you still
needed them to play seven away
games in the IPL," former India
bowling coach Arun told kkr.In.

Arun said having seen most
of the international players his
experience would come in

handy.
"Having watched most of

the top players around the world
up close, you have a fair idea as
to what they can do. And it helps
you to prepare and take your
calls better, and also plan more
effectively during the matches,"
he said.  The two-time former
champions, who finished run-
ners-up in the last edition, have
retained the West Indies all-
rounders Andre Russell (Rs 12
crore) and Sunil Narine (Rs 6
crore) along with Indian duo of
Venkatesh Iyer (Rs 8 crore) and
Varun Chakravarthy (Rs 8
crore).
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Keegan Petersen, the hero of South Africa's home Test series
win over India, was on Wednesday ruled out of their tour

of New Zealand after testing positive for COVID-19, dealing a
blow to the team's prospects.

The batter has been replaced by Zubayr Hamza.
Cricket South Africa (CSA) said in a statement that

Peterson was doing "well" and is "asymptomatic".
"Cricket South Africa's medical team will keep in close con-

tact with him to ensure his physical and mental well-being," the
statement read.

The Proteas will depart South Africa for New Zealand on
Wednesday.In the preceding three-match Test series against a for-
midable Indian side, the 28-year-old Petersen topped the run
charts with 276 runs from six innings at an average of 46.00. 

He was the only player to score three half-centuries in the
series, registering  scores of 72, 82 and 62, while also impress-
ing with his fielding skills.

South Africa lost the first Test by 113 runs in Centurion,
before fighting back strongly with successive seven-wicket vic-
tories in Johannesburg and Cape Town to claim the series.

South Africa are scheduled to play two Tests in New Zealand,
starting February 17.

Meanwhile, according to a report in Stuff.Co.Nz, New
Zealand captain and its premier batter Kane Williamson is like-
ly to miss the Tests against South Africa as he continues his reha-
bilitation from an elbow injury. 

The New Zealand squad for the two Tests is expected to be
named later this week.
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On a high after beating England in a T20I
rubber, the visiting West Indies team

arrived here this morning for its upcoming
limited overs series against India.

The 'Men in Maroon' will be playing three
ODIs at the Narendra Modi Stadium here,
beginning February 6, followed by three T20
Internationals at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata.

"After a long couple days of travel from
Barbados, the Men In Maroon have arrived
in India!" posted Windies Cricket, the official
Twitter account of Cricket West Indies, on
Wednesday morning. "WI arrive safely in
Ahmadabad! The Men In Maroon have a
quick turnaround, as WI get ready to play
@BCCI in 3 ODI's here, starting on February
6," it wrote in another tweet.  The Windies
Cricket also posted a video of the players arriv-
ing at the Ahmedabad airport.

The Gujarat Cricket Association (GCA),
which will be hosting the three ODIs, has
already stated that the matches will be played

behind closed doors due to the current
COVID-19 situation. The West Bengal gov-
ernment, on the other hand, has given per-
mission to allow 75 per crowd for the three
T20I matches.

The three T20Is will be played in Kolkata
on February 16, 18 and 20, following the three-
match ODI Series which will be played in
Ahmedabad on February 6, 9 and 11. 
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Fancied England kept their nerve to
reach the ICC U-19 World Cup final
after prevailing over Afghanistan by

15 runs in an exciting last-four clash here,
ending a 24-year wait for the side.

Spinner Rehan Ahmed became the
hero for the Young Lions, taking three
wickets in the penultimate over at a cru-
cial point when their opponents needed just
18 runs from the last 10 balls on Tuesday.

It was a remarkable turnaround for
England from the previous tournament just
two years ago in South Africa when they
finished ninth.

As for Afghanistan, they will head to
the Coolidge Cricket Ground for the
third-place playoff.

Rain delayed the first of the two super
league semi-finals at the Sir Vivian Richards
Cricket Ground after England won the toss
and chose to bat.

Once both sides were eventually able
to take to the field here, it was Afghanistan
who made the stronger start.

Jacob Bethell, who lit up the quarter-
final tie with 88 against South Africa last
week, was trapped LBW by Naveed
Zadran, an early sign that England faced
a difficult task.

Skipper Tom Prest then joined vice-
captain Bethell in making an early depar-
ture, reducing them to 2-56, as the Young
Lions struggled to command with the bat.

George Thomas did steady the ship
with an excellent 50 after a slightly nervy
introduction at the crease, but was later
beaten by a fine delivery from Noor
Ahmad.

And when William Luxton was clean
bowled by Izharulhaq Naveed, Prest's
team were five wickets down having bare-
ly put 100 runs on the board.

However, the rain came again to delay
play for a further half hour and led to
revised conditions of 47 overs per side.

England's back-end partnership of 95
from George Bell and Alex Horton then
managed to put a different dynamic on
their innings.

The duo attacked the Afghanistan
seamers fiercely which managed to lift the
final total to 231.

The earlier interruptions from the
weather meant Afghanistan had a revised
DLS target to match this score and chas-
ing their first ever U-19 World Cup final,
they knew a good start was needed to seize
control of the game.

Opener Nangeyalia Kharote was
unable to provide it when English seamer

Josh Boyden claimed his wicket with just
the third ball of the innings.

But Kharote's replacement Allah Noor,
smashed a huge six to get off the mark and
quickly gave his team a platform.

The 18-year-old produced a marvellous
knock, which featured eight boundaries as
the momentum of the semifinal swung
back Afghanistan's way.

Along with wicketkeeper Mohammad
Ishaq, the pair got their team past 90, with
Noor making a valuable half-century.

England's crucial breakthrough came
after some wonderful fielding led to a run-
out for Ishaq with wicketkeeper Horton
reacting quickly to a loose throw at the
striker's end.

Noor remained stubborn but eventu-
ally went for 60, with Thomas Aspinwall
claiming a vital wicket. That set-up a fran-
tic-finish that could have gone either way.

The 44th over for England appeared to
have turned the game when two no balls
in a row gifted their opponents eight runs,
before Abdul Hadi (37 not out) smashed
a huge six to take them to 200.

But Ahmed's late flurry and a nerve-
less final over from Boyden carried England
over the line to their first first U-19 World
Cup final since 1998 in South Africa, when
they lifted the trophy. 

ENGLAND BEAT AFGHANISTAN TO
ENTER U-19 WORLD CUP FINAL
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