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1 MILLION 
Ukrainian children have become refugees due to
the Russian invasion, say authorities
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17 wounded in Russian air strike 
on Mariupol maternity hospital
KYIV

A RUSSIAN airstrike devastated a ma-
ternity hospital Wednesday in the be-
sieged port city of  Mariupol and wound-
ed at least 17 people, Ukrainian officials 
said, amid growing warnings from the 
West that Moscow’s invasion is about to 
take a more brutal and indiscriminate 
turn. The ground shook more than a 
mile away when the Mariupol complex 
was hit by a series of  blasts that blew out 
windows and ripped away much of  the 
front of  one building. Police and soldiers 
rushed to scene to evacuate victims, car-
rying out a heavily pregnant and bleed-
ing woman on a stretcher.

Another woman wailed as she clutched 
her child. In the courtyard, mangled 
cars burned, and a blast crater extended 
at least two stories deep.

“Today Russia committed a huge 
crime,” said Volodymir Nikulin, a top 
regional police official, standing in the 
wreckage. “It is a war crime without any 
justification.”

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote 

on Twitter that there were “people, chil-
dren under the wreckage” and called the 
strike an “atrocity.” Video shared by Ze-
lenskyy showed cheerfully painted hall-
ways strewn with twisted metal.

“There are few things more depraved 
than targeting the vulnerable and de-
fenseless,” British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson tweeted, adding that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will be held 
“to account for his terrible crimes.”

Authorities, meanwhile, announced 
new cease-fires Wednesday morning to 
allow thousands of  civilians to escape 
from bombarded towns around Kyiv as 
well as the cities of  Mariupol, Enerhod-
ar and Volnovakha in the south, Izyum 
in the east and Sumy in the northeast.

It was not immediately clear whether 
anyone was able to leave other cities, but 
people streamed out of  Kyiv’s suburbs, 
many headed for the city center, as ex-
plosions were heard in the capital and 
air raid sirens sounded repeatedly.

From there, the evacuees planned to 
board trains bound for western Ukrain-
ian regions not under attack.

Power cut at Chernobyl, no ‘critical’ safety impact: IAEA
VIENNA: Power has been cut to the Chernobyl power plant, the site of the world’s worst 
nuclear disaster, Ukraine said Wednesday, but the UN’s atomic watchdog said there was “no 
critical impact on safety”. The plant “was fully disconnected from the power grid,” Ukraine’s 
energy operator Ukrenergo said in a statement on its Facebook page, adding that military 
operations meant “there is no possibility to restore the lines”. It said that there was also no 
power to the site’s security systems. On February 24, Russia invaded Ukraine and seized the 
defunct plant, site of a 1986 disaster that killed hundreds and spread radioactive 
contamination west across Europe. 


