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Observation of lunar soil brought back by China’s 
Chang’e 5 spacecraft has shown that soil on the moon 
contains active compounds that can convert carbon 
dioxide into oxygen and fuels, according to scientists.

GPS satellites orbiting the Earth may be more effective 
in detecting tsunamis, and much faster than the seismic 
sensors, finds a study. The method could serve as an 
effective warning system, UK researchers said

COVID

NEW YORK: Regulators in the 
United States have strictly 
limited who can receive John-
son & Johnson’s Covid-19 vac-
cine due to the ongoing risk of  
rare but serious blood clots. 

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration said the shot should 
only be given to adults who can-
not receive a different vaccine 
or specifically request Johnson 
& Johnson’s vaccine. US au-
thorities for months have rec-
ommended that Americans get 
Pfizer or Moderna shots in-
stead of  J&J’s vaccine.

FDA’s vaccine chief  Dr Peter 
Marks said the agency decided 
to restrict the vaccine after tak-
ing another look at the data on 
the risks of  life-threatening 
blood clots and concluding that 
they are limited to Johnson & 
Johnson’s vaccine.

“If  there’s an alternative that 
appears to be equally effective 
in preventing severe outcomes 
from Covid-19, we’d rather see 
people opting for that,” Marks 
said. “But we’ve been careful to 
say that — compared to no vac-

cine — this is still a better op-
tion.” The problem occurs in 
the first two weeks after vacci-
nation, he added: “So if  you 
had the vaccine six months 
ago, you can sleep soundly to-
night knowing this isn’t an 
issue.”

The FDA authorised J&J’s 
shot in February last year for 
adults 18 and up.

The vaccine was initially 
considered an important tool 
in fighting the pandemic be-
cause it required only one shot. 
But the single-dose option 
proved less effective than two 
doses of  the Pfizer and Moder-
na vaccines.

Plant-based jab 
70% effective
COVID

NEW YORK: A new plant-based Covid-19 
vaccine is nearly 70 per cent effective 
against symptomatic disease caused by 
five variants of  the coronavirus, accord-
ing to results of  the human clinical trial 
of  the preventive. The vaccine devel-
oped by researchers at Canadian bio-
technology company Medicago contains 
coronavirus-like particles  produced in 
plants which are combined with an ad-
juvant that helps vaccines work better. 

US restricts use 
of J&J vaccine

FDA cites ongoing risk of serious blood clot

REFUGE FROM HEAT
Monkeys sit in a shade inside a temple on a blistering hot day in Allahabad on Friday |  AFP

Virus in pig 
heart killed 
US man
HEALTH 

NEW YORK: Researchers try-
ing to learn what killed the 
first person to receive a heart 
transplant from a pig have dis-
covered the organ harboured 
an animal virus but cannot 
yet say if  it played any role in 
the man’s death.

A Maryland man, 57-year-
old David Bennett Sr, died in 
March, two months after the 
groundbreaking experimental 
transplant. University of  Mar-
yland doctors said on Thurs-
day they found an unwelcome 
surprise viral DNA inside the 
pig heart. 

They did not find signs that 
this bug, called porcine cy-
tomegalovirus, was causing 
an active infection.

But a major worry about 
animal-to-human transplants 
is the risk that it could intro-
duce new kinds of  infections 
to people. Because some virus-
es are “latent,” meaning they 
lurk without causing disease, 
“it could be a hitchhiker,” Dr 
Bartley Griffith, the surgeon 
who performed Bennett’s 
transplant, told The Associat-
ed Press.

UK to force Big Tech to 
give users more choice 
TECH  

LONDON: Big tech companies like Google and Facebook 
parent Meta would have to comply with tough British 
rules under a new digital watchdog aimed at giving con-
sumers more choice online or face the threat of  fines. 

The UK government on Friday outlined the powers it’s 
planning for its Digital Markets Unit, a regulator set up 
last year to take on the dominance of  tech giants. It didn’t 
specify when the rules would take effect, saying only that 
legislation would come “in due course.” Authorities in 
Britain and across Europe have been leading the global 
push to clamp down on tech companies amid rising con-
cern about their outsised influence and harmful material 
on their platforms.  The new UK watchdog would enforce 
rules that make it easier for people to switch between 
iPhones and Android devices or between social media 
accounts without losing their data and messages. The gov-
ernment’s digital department said smartphone users 
would get a wider choice of  search engines and more con-
trol over how their data is used. Tech companies would 
have to warn small companies that do much of  their busi-
ness online about changes to algorithms that could affect 
their web traffic and revenue. 

Amid lockdown, 
Shanghai couple 

marry in parking lot
COVID

SHANGHAI: A couple in Shanghai have beaten coronavi-
rus lockdowns and bureaucracy to tie the knot, celebrat-
ing their marriage in the car park of  their housing com-
pound after a ceremony officiated via Zoom from the 
United States.

With the “Bridal Chorus” on speaker, a smattering of  
socially distanced friends and an immaculate white dress 
complete with blue surgical mask, bride Janelle Nuyts 
walked down the aisle followed by an official in a hazmat 
suit who disinfected the ground around her.

Shanghai’s weeks-long lockdown has brought the busi-
ness hub of  25 million people to a halt as China sticks with 
its zero-Covid policy.

But an easing of  the rules in recent weeks has allowed 
some residents out of  their homes, although mostly with-

in the confines of  their 
housing developments.

G r o o m  M a t t h e w 
Mitchener, 35, said he 
initially had doubts 
about a lockdown wed-
ding but they melted 
away Saturday when he 
caught sight of  his 
bride in a figure-hug-
ging wedding dress 
highlighting her five-
month baby bump.

“It was all a little sur-
real,” the Australian 

said, beaming, as neighbours threw rice around for good 
luck and cheered. After close to a month stuck at home, 
the couple had their wedding officiated online by a US 
celebrant, with friends and family as witnesses, before 
they headed to the car park of  their compound for a small 
celebration.

A ban on marriage between foreigners in China in 
place since 2019 prevented the pair from using a Chinese 
official, and the option to tie the knot at one of  their em-
bassies was not available.

The car park celebration had only been decided on a day 
before, when the couple’s neighbours suggested they hold 
a reception party there after an easing of  restrictions 
made it possible. “It kind of  snowballed,” said Mitchener. 
“The next thing we knew, we had a wedding dress arrive 
from our friend, and a wedding cake, a bouquet.”

D E S P E R A T E  T I M E S 

Population of 
monk seals up

CONSERVATION 

The population of  endan-
gered Hawaiian monk seals 

has surpassed a level not seen 
in more than two decades, ac-
cording to federal officials. Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration officials this 
week said that the seal popula-
tion has steadily increased over 
the past two years. Officials es-
timated the population has 
grown by 100 from 2019 to 2021, 
bringing the total from 1,435 to 
1,570 seals. 
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