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Bhutan, Sept 24:
Bhutan has finally 

opened its doors for 
international tourists 
after shutting its doors 
to international tourists 
for two and a half 
years during the Covid 
pandemic.
The reopening has 

come with a revised 
tourism levy, called the 
Sustainable Development 
Fee.
Bhutan raised its 

Sustainable Development 
Fee to $200 per visitor 

per night from the $65 
it had been charging 
foreign tourists for the 
last three decades.
Indians were not 

charged anything before 
the pandemic began, but 
rules specify that they 
now have to pay a sum 
of Rs1200. However, 
the revised fee for 
Indian tourists was never 
implemented.
In March 2020, 

Bhutan shut its borders 
to visitors - a major 
source of income - after 

detecting its first case of 
COVID-19.
The Himalayan 

Kingdom of fewer than 
800,000 people has 
reported a little over 
61,000 infections and 
only 21 deaths, but its 
economy has suffered 
in the last two years, 
causing a spike in 
poverty.
“The Government of 

Bhutan has re-strategized 
its ‘High Value, Low 
Volume’ tourism policy 
to ensure the sustainable 

use of tourism resources 
and to create an 
enabling environment 
for a vibrant, non-
discriminatory, inclusive, 
and high-value tourism 
industry in Bhutan,” said 
Jigme Thinley Namgyal, 
Bhutan’s Consul General 
to NDTV.
Bhutan, wedged 

between India and China 
and famous for measuring 
gross national happiness, 
hopes to welcome more 
tourists who can spend 
money.

Chennai, Sept 24:
Actor Vadivelu was 

recently spotted at the 
Tiruchendur Murugan 
temple where reporters 
surrounded him and 
posed questions.  When 
asked about his next big 
project, the legendary 
comedian shared that he 
is joining hands with 
Makkal Selvan Vijay 
Sethupathi.
When we checked our 

sources regarding who 
the director of the film 
could be Mysskin’s name 
came up as he is set to 

direct VJS for Kalaipuli S 
Thanu’s next production.  
Lets wait for the official 
confirmation.
Vaigaipuyal Vadivelu 

after almost a decade in 
oblivion is back with a 
bang post the pandemic.  
His ‘Naai Sekhar 
Returns’ in which he 

plays the lead is nearing 
completion and he also 
has a very important 
character in Maari 
Selvaraj’s ‘Maamannan’ 
costarring Fahadh Faasil, 
Udhayanidhi Stalin and 
Keerthy Suresh.
Vijay Sethupathi 

is currently starring 
in Vetrimaaran’s 
‘Viduthalai’,  ‘Merry 
Christmas’ costarring 
Katrina Kaif, Atlee’s 
‘Jawan’ costarring Shah 
Rukh Khan and the 
silent movie ‘Gandhi 
Talks’ among others.

Chennai, Sept 24:
Actress Disha Patani 

is making her Tamil 
debut opposite Suriya 
in the superstar’s 42nd 
film. Directed by 
Siruthai Siva, the film 
was officially launched 
a few weeks back. 
Disha Patani has begun 
shooting for the film. 
The ‘Suriya 42’ team has 
camped in Goa to shoot 
a major portion of the 
film. Disha Patani, who 
was spotted at the Goa 
airport on Wednesday 
(Sep 21), has joined the 

‘Suriya 42’ set today, 
and started shooting 
for her portions in the 
film. The pretty actress 
took her Instagram story 
to share a video and 
pictures from the set.
Disha Patani earlier 

shared her happiness 
about being part of 
‘Suriya 42’ and assured 
fans that the film will be 
a great experience on the 
big screen.
‘Suriya 42’ Goa 

schedule will last for a 
month or two, and some 
major portions of the 

film have been planned 
to be shot. A huge set 
has also been erected in 
Goa for the mega-budget 
period 3D film. ‘Suriya 
42’ will be released in 

10 languages, and the 

lead actor Suriya will be 

reportedly seen in five 

different avatars in the 

film.

Chennai, Sept 24:
Post his 36th birthday 

celebration, Director 
Atlee took to his Twitter 
handle and shared a 
surprising picture, also 
expressing gratitude to 
all those who wished 
him on the special 
occasion. The picture he 
shared, had Vijay, Shah 
Rukh Khan, and Atlee 
posing together and fans 
have gone gaga over it!
Vijay and Shah Rukh 

Khan personally wished 
Atlee on his birthday, and 
the director captioned 
the picture “What more 
can I ask on my bday, 
the best bday ever wit 

my pillars. My dear @
iamsrk sir & ennoda 
annae ennoda thalapathy 
@actorvijay”.
Vijay and Shah Rukh 

Khan were present at 
the birthday celebration 
of Atlee, and the union 
of two supreme stars 

stormed social media. 
The trio is spotted in 
all-black outfits and the 
picture left the internet 
berserk.
Atlee is currently 

working on his 
Bollywood debut ‘Jawan’ 
starring Shah Rukh Khan 

in the lead role, and the 
film shooting is underway 
in Chennai. The latest 
picture of Vijay, Shah 
Rukh Khan, and Atlee 
has added power to the 
report of the former 
playing a cameo role 
in ‘Jawan’. Meanwhile, 
fans are excited to see 
Vijay and Shah Rukh 
Khan together on the big 
screens.
On the other hand, 

Vijay is working on 
‘Varisu’ with director 
Vamshi Paidipally, and 
the team took a short 
break before they resume 
the next schedule of 
shooting.

Los Angeles, Sept 24:
Johnny Depp is 

reportedly dating one 
of his lawyers in his 
defamation case, but it’s 
not Camille Vasquez. 
According to the reports, 
the Hollywood actor is 
currently involved with 
an attorney named Joelle 
Rich who represented 
him in the UK trial. The 
actor had lost the libel 
suit, however, if reports 
are to be believed, he 
didn’t hold any grudge 
against the lawyer.

The report further 

stated that the lawyer is 

married and her divorce 

has not been finalised 

yet. It also added that 
the lawyer has two 
kids with her estranged 
husband.

Reportedly, Joelle 
was also present at the 
Virginia trial to support 
Depp even though she 
was not part of the 
lawyers’ team.
On the other hand, after 

reports of Camille dating 
Depp surfaced over 
the internet, the former 
rubbished the rumours 
calling them ‘sexist’ 
and ‘unethical’. Vasquez 
also added that Deep 
had been a friend and a 
client for more than four 
and a half years.

Chennai, Sept 24:
The makers of Sivakarthikeyan next film ‘Prince’ 

have released a peppy second single. Thaman has 
delivered a cool pop number for Sivakarthikeyan. 
Thaman is scoring music for Sivakarthikeyan for 
the first time in ‘Prince’ and the composer is 
eager to strike big with the Tamil-Telugu bilingual. 
After the mass first single Bimpilikki Bilappi, the 
second single titled ‘Jessica’ grabs attention as the 
romantic number brings out some positive vibes.
Sivakarthikeyan looks stylish in the making 

stills linked in the lyrical video, while the female 
lead Maria Ryaboshpka pulls in fans with her 
attractive appearance. Arivu and ‘Saraswati Putra’ 
Ramajogayya Sastry have penned the lyrics for 
‘Jessica’ Tamil and Telugu version respectively, 
and the composer Thaman himself sung the song 
in both the version. The makers have dragged the 
release of the lyrical video of the song from 5:30 
PM to 9:15 PM and made the fans wait with 
patience.
Directed by Anudeep, ‘Prince’ has been shot 

across locations in Chennai, Pondicherry, and 
Hyderabad, and the film’s post-production work is 
under process.

Thailand, Sept 24:
Thailand has become the 

latest destination around 
the world to remove all 
of its Covid-19-related 
entry requirements and 
return to normal tourism. 
The Land of Smiles – 
one of the most popular 
destinations in the world 
for travelers prior to the 
pandemic – has struggled 
throughout most of the 
past three years from a 
tourism point of view due 
to strict and unrealistic 
entry requirements, 

but will be hoping to 
welcome a significant 
number of tourists back 
once these changes to 
their entry requirements 
go into effect.
With visiting Thailand 

now set to be more 
attractive than ever 
thanks to longer visas on 
arrival being offered at 
present and beaches far 
less crowded than they 
once were, the country 
has well and truly been 
put back on the map 
for millions of travelers 

Chennai, Sept 24:
Indian budget carrier 

IndiGo marked its 100th 
destination to its flight 
roster with daily flights 
to Ras Al Khaimah 
from Mumbai. With this, 
IndiGo now flies to 26 
international destinations 
and 74 domestic.
Speaking to the media 

after the inaugural flight, 
Pieter Elbers, newly-
named CEO of the 
airline, noted that the 
flight was at nearly full 
capacity and interestingly 
carried passengers not 
just from Mumbai but 
from multiple locations 
across the country. “I 
may be just three weeks 
into this job, but I’m 
really excited about the 
journey ahead for IndiGo. 
With Ras Al Khaimah, 
we now fly to all six 
of the GCC countries,” 
he stated, noting that 
the UAE is important to 
the carrier, given that it 
operates approximately 

160 flights between India 
and the UAE. The airline 
also recently added a 
few more destinations, 
including Bahrain.
Elbers emphasised the 

company’s focus on 
growing its international 
travel business. It has 
over the past few years 
forged partnerships with 
Turkish Airlines, Qatar 
Airways, Air France, 
KLM and most recently, 
Virgin Atlantic. “These 
ties partnerships are 
beneficial not only to 
our partners but also to 
IndiGo. With the kind of 
foundation we have in 
both our domestic and 
international business, we 
are optimistic about our 
growth too, especially 
with the pandemic 
behind us.

Bhutan charges Rs.1200 per Indian tourist

Thailand removes all entry 
requirements

Ras Al Khaimah turns
IndiGo’s 100th destination

around the world. Here’s 
a look at what changes 
are set to take place, 
when they’ll be active 
and why travelers keep 
coming back to this 
Southeast Asian gem.
Prior to the pandemic, 

Thailand was one of 
the most popular places 
to visit on the planet. 
Bangkok, the country’s 
sprawling capital, was 
crowned the world’s most 
visited city, attracting 
all kinds of travelers 
from a diverse range 
of countries. Yet whilst 
Covid-19 may have 
put a serious dent in 
the number of travelers 
flocking to the country, 
the decision to remove 
all of the country’s 
Covid-19 related entry 

requirements could see 
travelers returning in 
their millions over the 
next few years.
Following a meeting 

with the National 
Communicable Diseases 
Committee (NCDC) on 
Wednesday, Thailand’s 
Public Health Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul 
revealed yesterday that 
the country would be 
removing the Covid-19 
related restrictions on 
international arrivals that 
had been put into place 
over the past few years, 
making entry into the 
country just as easy as it 
was before the pandemic 
threw the travel-sphere 
the curveball of a 
lifetime. 
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