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Upset over not getting an increment, Shanthkumar (27), a staffer of a solar solutions 
firm, hanged himelf on his office premises in Chikkajala on Tuesday. Based on a death 
note, which says there had been no increment for the last few years, causing him 
financial distress, the police registered a case of abetment to suicide.

IF YOU’RE GOING THROUGH HELL, KEEP  
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL

S  L A L I T H A  @  B e n g a l u r u

IN a shocking turn of  events, the 
staffer of  a cargo handling unit at the 
Kempegowda International Airport 
was caught red-handed on Wednes-
day morning, abetting a woman flyer 
from Dubai in smuggling gold. Wom-
en staffers of  the Air Intelligence 
Unit of  Airport Customs had to don 
burqas and hang around in the ladies 
restroom to intercept the suspects 
and foil their smuggling bid.

The gold smuggled in a plastic 
sheet weighed 1 kg, while the final 
quantity after extraction was 880 
grams. The 22-year-old staffer is an 
employee of  AISATS, a joint venture 
between Air India Limited and SATS 
Limited, a gateway service provider 
for Asia, said a top Customs official.  

According to the official, the team 
was tipped off  about gold being smug-

gled by a passenger on an arriving 
Emirates flight. “When the specific 
flight, EK 564, arrived, we monitored 
the passengers closely. When con-
ducting checks at the immigration 
area, our staffers found a couple re-
peatedly visiting toilets nearby,” the 
official explained.   

Two Customs staffers donned bur-
qas and entered the ladies toilet. 
“Our team was waiting around when 
they found the staffer of  a cargo han-
dling company enter a cubicle next to 
the one that the suspected woman 
smuggler had entered. In the open 
space beneath the two cubicles, the 
flyer passed on a plastic sheet con-
taining gold in paste form to the staff-
er. They understood this to be the ex-
change of  gold,” the of ficial 
explained.

As soon as the staffer left the toi-
let, she was subjected to physical 
checks and the package was recov-
ered from her person. The couple 
was also held. Another team nabbed 
two men outside the terminal, who 
were waiting for the consignment to 
be delivered. 

AISATS could not be reached for 
their response.  

AIRPORT CARGO STAFFER HELPS 
GOLD SMUGGLERS, ARRESTED

Woman collected consignment from a couple who arrived from Dubai    

The gold which was seized from smugglers by 
Customs at KIA in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

Fracas over delay: Food delivery 
boy punches customer, held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ B e n g a l u r u 

ELECTRONICS City police on Wednes-
day arrested a 27-year-old delivery boy 
working for Zomato, who allegedly 
barged into a woman’s house 
and assaulted her. The arrested 
was identified as Kamaraj, a 
native of  Tamil Nadu. 

Police said the complainant, 
Hitesha Chandranee, filed a 
written complaint on Wednes-
day. Based on her allegations, 
Kamaraj was arrested and re-
manded in judicial custody. During in-
terrogation, Kamaraj told police that 
he and Hitesha had an argument, and 
the woman made him to wait a long 
time as she wanted free food. She also 
provoked him, he claimed.

Hitesha, who claims she is a content 
creator and make-up artist, posted the 

incident on social media, alleging she 
was assaulted on March 9. Hitesha, 
seen with a bloody gash on her nose, 
alleged that the delivery boy attacked 
her after she confronted him over delay 

in the delivery of  her order. She 
further alleged that the delivery 
executive barged into her home 
to take back the order, as she 
forced him to wait for more 
than a hour.

Regret the incident: Zomato
Meanwhile, a Zomato pokesper-

son stated in a release: “We deeply re-
gret this incident and apologise to 
Hitesha for this traumatic experience. 
We are in touch with her and are pro-
viding our complete support through 
necessary medical care and investiga-
tion. Meanwhile, we have delisted the 
delivery partner from our platform.”

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Three held for hacking 
Bidari’s email account
BENGALURU: South-East division 
police arrested three suspects, 
including a woman, for allegedly 
hacking the email account of 
former DG&IGP Shankar Bidari 
and doing away with Rs 25,000. 
The accused, identified as Thia 
Rit Samong (31), Seropa Sesai 
(27), and Ester Konyak (28), hail 
from Nagaland, and have been 
residing in Horamavu since a few 
years. A week ago, Bidari found 
that his email account had been 
hacked. He contacted cyber crime 
police, who tracked down the 
three, who are part of a five-
member gang, who had allegedly 
hacked Bidari’s account and sent 
an SOS mail to all his contacts, 
seeking help of Rs 25,000. One of 
his friends had transferred the 
amount. Meanwhile, two other 
suspects are still at large. ENS


