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ACB sleuths on Friday nabbed a planning officer of BBMP for accepting bribe worth  
Rs 20 lakh to provide occupancy certificate to a builder, C Lakshminarayana. Police 
said Devendrappa, who works in the Bommanahalli Zone, had come to a hotel in 
Majestic, to receive the bribe, initially demanding Rs 40 lakh. Meanwhile, a relative of 
the builder had approached ACB against Devendrappa, who was caught red-handed. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

CAN the State Government 
cancel the tender called to pro-
cure hi-tech ambulances with-
out bringing it to the notice of  
the court when it was monitor-
ing the tendering process? 

A division bench of  the high 
court, comprising Chief  Jus-
tice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka 
and Justice Sachin Shankar 
Magadum, questioned the State 
Government why Health and 
Family Welfare Minister Dr K 
Sudhakar cancelled a tender 
of  Rs 1,800 crore.

The court allowed more time 
to the counsel of  the petitioner, 
Bharat Punaruthana Trust, to 
amend the public interest 
litigation petition to in-
clude the minister as a 
party. 

The court said that 
the affidavit filed by 
the Joint Secretary of  
the department holds 
all the factual as-
pects and the 
State Govern-
ment should 

explain these issues. 
The court said that there is 

not a single opinion on record 
to support the minister’s claim 
that the order to cancel the ten-
der was taken after 
obtaining the opin-
ion of  experts. 

It was also not
placed on record in 
which forum the 
matter was dis-
cussed before pass-
ing the order. The 
names of  experts 
too were not revealed, it said.  

The department joint secre-
tary filed an affidavit, saying 
there are no written opinions 
of  experts. 

It appears from the govern-
ment order, the court 

said, that the minister 
was not aware of  the 
court monitoring the 
tender process. 

To enable the peti-
tioner to amend the pe-

tition to implead the 
minister as party, the 

matter was ad-
journed to Febru-
ary 25, 2021.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u 

HALASURU Gate police on 
Friday issued notice to advo-
cate Meera Raghavendra to ap-
pear for questioning, in con-
nection to the ink attack 
on writer Prof  K S 
Bhag awan on the 
premises of  a court in 
Bengaluru on Thursday. 

Two months earlier, 
Meera had filed a peti-
tion against Bhagawan, 
alleging he had hurt the senti-
ments of  Hindus through his 
comments during a press con-
ference. Following this, the 
court had issued summons. 

On Thursday, Bhagawan 

was granted bail by the court. 
As he made his way outside, 
the advocate smeared ink on 
his face, and also posted a vid-
eo of  it on her social media ac-
count. Soon after, police regis-
tered a case against Meera for 

assault and criminal in-
timidation in attacking 
Bhagawan with ink.

Apart from filing a 
case, Bhagawan also ap-
proached the advocates’ 
association seeking dis-
ciplinary action against 

Meera. Meanwhile,  she 
claimed, “I have not received 
any notice from the police yet. 
I will cooperate in the investi-
gation. I have received sup-
port from many people.”

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

VV Puram police on Thursday 
arrested a 32-year-old caterer 
and two of  his relatives for al-
legedly murdering a retired 
deputy tahsildar. After killing 
her, the suspects carried the 
body in a goods auto to a seclud-
ed spot in Bidadi and set it on 
fire. The incident took place on 
Wednesday, following a quarrel 
between the accused and the 
victim over rent payment.

The suspects have been iden-
tified as Aleem Pasha, and his 

relatives Jeeran Pasha and 
Ashrafunnisa. Another ac-
cused, Ibrahim, is still at large, 
police said.

The victim, Rajeshwari, 
owned a residential complex in 
Parvathipuram, where Aleem 

was a tenant. He had not paid 
rent for over nine months. On 
Wednesday, Rajeshwari came 
to Aleem’s residence and de-
manded that the dues be 
cleared. She also warned of  fil-
ing a police complaint, and a 
heated argument ensued. In a 
fit of  rage, Aleem stabbed her 
with a knife, killing her. Then, 
with his relatives’ help, he dis-
posed of  the body.

Finding Rajeshwari missing 
for two days, her family ap-
proached police, who took Al-
eem into custody. He confessed 
to the crime.

Can state cancel 
tender when court 
monitoring it: HC
Asks why Health Minister junked a tender 
worth `1,800 cr to procure ambulances 

Man stabs landlady to death over rent

Rajeshwari (left) and Aleem Pasha.

E N S  @  B e n g a l u r u 

A week after actor Ragini 
Dwivedi walked out of  the 
jail in the Sandalwood drugs 
case, the special NDPS court 
on Friday granted bail to Adi-
tya Alva and four others.

An officer from the CCB 
said Alva, Viren Khanna, 
Ravi Shankar, Rahul Thonse 
and Aditya Agarwal have 
been granted bail from the 
court, even though the CCB 
had filed an objection to 
challenge the bail petition, 
but in vain. Alva was on the 
run after his house was raid-
ed in September last year. He 
was arrested on January 13 
from a resort on the out-
skirts of  Chennai.

Aditya Alva, 4 
others get bail

Police summon lawyer  
for attacking Bhagawan

AVOID ABSTAINING FROM COURT WORK,  
CHIEF JUSTICE TELLS BAR MEMBERS 
The Chief Justice of Karnataka High Court Abhay Shreeniwas Oka 
appealed to the members of all Bar Associations in the state to 
refrain from abstaining from court work or boycotting 
proceedings, irrespective of the cause. He made the appeal in view 
of the resolutions passed by the Bar Associations in Mandya and 
Davanagere districts. “It is a settled position that the acts of 
abstaining from court work or boycotting the court proceedings 
and the acts of the office bearers of the Bar Associations calling 
upon the members to abstain from court work or boycott the 
court proceedings amounts to interference with administration of 
justice. Advocates are officers of the court. They have obligations 
and duties to ensure smooth functioning of the court,” he said.

SUB-REGISTRAR CANNOT ACT MECHANICALLY 
IN REGISTERING DOCUMENTS: HIGH COURT
The High Court on Friday dismissed a petition by the sub-registrar 
of Jamkhandi seeking to quash criminal proceedings against him, 
observing that sub-registrars are public servants who cannot act 
mechanically like a ‘postman’ in registering documents. Justice P 
Krishna Bhat of the Dharwad bench of HC, dismissed the plea 
filed by Bhuvaneshwar, in connection with a complaint filed by 
Jamkhandi resident Chidanand Ajjappa Mali on February 25, 2020. 
Mali had alleged that the sub-registrar had registered a piece of 
land based on a forged document that showed his consent to sell 
his share of the property in compromise decree in favour of Toufik 
Moulasab, who is one of the accused. The signatures on the 
consent letter and the sale deeds were forged.

HC INITIATES CRIMINAL ACTION AGAINST 
SENIOR CITIZEN FOR KILL THREAT
The High Court initiated criminal contempt proceedings against S 
V Srinivasa Rao (72) for making scandalous allegations against 
judges and threatening to kill them. He had written a letter, 
stating that he planned to kill two judges amongst the “highly 
corrupt 28 judges of High Court and apex court, along with two 
corrupt advocates”. Rao made these allegations a decade after 
contempt proceedings were dropped after he offered an apology 
for making similar allegations. Issuing  contempt notice, a division 
bench of Chief Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka and Justice Sachin 
Shankar Magadum directed the Registrar-General of HC to 
forward a copy of the letter to the police officer in charge of court 
security. “We are satisfied that a prima facie case has been made 
out to initiate action against the accused. Such allegations will 
interfere with judicial proceedings,” the court said. 


