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BJP retains stronghold over DK, 
Udupi, Kodagu; set to grab more
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  M a n g a l u r u

BJP once again emerged a strong 
force in Dakshina Kannada district 
by winning many gram panchayats 
and leading in several others. Out 
of  220 gram panchayats that went 
for polls, the results of  about 50 
were out when this paper went for 
press, out of  which BJP had got a 
clear majority in at least 20 seats, 
followed by Congress in 10. None of   
the parties had got majority in 20 
gram panchayats, while a majority 
of  seats from these GPs went to 
BJP. 

Sources said when compared to 
previous gram panchayat polls, 
the BJP is most likely to im-
prove its tally this time, go-
ing by indications till 9 
pm. It has made signifi-
cant progress in some 
pockets that were consid-
ered to be Congress strong-
holds. The saffron party has 
won a majority of  seats in Padan-
gadi GP in Belthangady taluk and 
it was ruled by Congress-supported 
candidates last time. In Sajipapadu 
Cheluru in Mangaluru taluk, it has 
won all 8 seats. Last election, it had 
won just 3 seats here, while the 
Congress had ruled the GP polls 
scenario. 

SDPI has made significant in-
roads in the district by winning 
some seats in panchayats in Belthn-
gady and Moodbidri taluks where 
it had never won in the past. Also, 
it is likely to improve its tally in 
Mangluru taluk when compared to 
last election, as its candidates were 
leading in many seats. 

Meanwhile, Congress DK district 
president Harish Kumar admitted 
that the party has poor compared 
to last election and blamed it to 
BJP’s alleged illegal means em-
ployed to win the seats. “In many 
places, it had made our supporters 
withdraw from contesting by force 
or through enticements,” he said. 
BJP district president M Sudar-

shan attributed the party’s per-
formance to good governance of  
Chief  Minister B S Yediyurappa. 

BJP gains in Udupi
UDUPI: The organisational might 
of  the BJP seems to have paid divi-
dends for the party as candidates 
backed by it have won an impres-
sive number of  seats in gram pan-
chayats across Udupi district. Trend 
indicated that the candidates backed 
by BJP have won majority of  pan-
chayat seats in 152 gram panchayats 
in seven taluks of  Udupi district 
that went for poll in two phases on 
December 22 and 27. Though the GP 
election does not take place based 

on party symbols, all parties had 
put in efforts to ensure that 

the candidates supported by 
them win. Supporters of  
candidates anxiously wait-
ed for the outcome. As 
many as 2,365 new gram 

panchayat members were 
elected in Udupi district on 

Wednesday.
In the last gram panchayat elec-

tion, BJP had secured 94 GPs in 
Udupi district, while this time the 
tally is expected to reach close to 125 
GPs. In order to challenge the BJP 
in gram panchayat election, Con-
gress had worked by organising 
party workers’ convention. State 
Congress president D K Shivaku-
mar who paid a visit to the district 
last month had revived the party 
leaders’ confidence and whether 
they can overcome the BJP. Howev-
er, the results announced on 
Wednesday made everyone to be-
lieve that political fortunes of  the 
Congress in the grass root level was 
not possible to the level expected.

Kuyilady Suresh Nayak, presi-
dent of  the district unit of  BJP said 
that the party-supported candidates 
are well on their way to power in 125 
plus out of  152 gram panchayats. A 
clear picture will emerge only after 
all results are announced, but we 
have the upper hand, Nayak 
claimed. “The party-backed candi-

dates did not fare up to our expecta-
tion in Kaup taluk and we may have 
a slight setback there,” Nayak said 
and added that in rest of  the places, 
the party fared well.

Ashok Kumar Kodavoor, presi-
dent of  Udupi District Congress 
claimed it was a neck-to-neck fight 
with the BJP. “We have done well in 
most taluks and have given tough 
fight to BJP,” Kodavoor said. “A few 
narrow defeats in Byndoor may cost 
Congress the ability to control the 
gram panchayats,” he said. Jayar-
am Acharya, general secretary of  
Udupi district unit of  JDS said par-
ty-backed candidates lost in seats 
where it had hopes, with a narrow 
margin.

Kodagu: BJP backed candidates 
win most of the seats
MADIKERI: A majority of  BJP-
backed candidates won gram pan-
chayat polls across Kodagu. Mean-
while, several first-time independent 
candidates were also seen celebrat-
ing their first victory at the rural 
elections.

“The gram panchayat election re-
sults prove that the voters are with 
the BJP. Nearly 80% of  the candi-
dates backed by BJP have won the 
elections and the results have 
bought much joy. The people are 
happy about the government’s poli-
cies,” said Robin Devaiah, district 
president of BJP. Meanwhile, KPCC 
district president Manjunath al-
leged that BJP has bribed its way to 
victory. “BJP has minted money in 
the name of  the pandemic and this 
was used to finance the GP elec-
tions. However, Congress has won 
nearly 400 seats and the final results 
are still awaited,” added Manju-
nath. JDS district president KM 
Ganesh said that the results have 
been satisfactory. “We had expected 
150 to 200 wins and we have achieved 
closely. First-time candidates have 
won in many GPs,” he said. SDPI 
district president Mansoor said that 
the party had backed a few candi-
dates, who won in the fray.

GRAM PANCHAYAT POLL RESULTS

Victory celebration 
turns tragic, one dies      
Mangaluru: Victory 
celebration of  a winning 
candidate of gram 
panchayat turned tragic in 
Golthamajalu of Bantwal 
taluk, wherein one person 
was killed and six were 
injured, including the winning 
candidate. The victims were 
celebrating the victory of one 
Deepak when their four-
wheeler overturned. The 
deceased has been identified 
as 30-year-old Naresh, a 
resident of Netla.  The 
injured people are: winning 
candidate Deepak, 
Jagannath, Guruvappa, 
Suchitra, Nalini and Yogesh. 
They were taken to a 
hospital nearby. Bantwal 
police have registered a case. 

Counting held three 
times in Garvale
Madikeri: The counting centres 
across the district were 
overcrowded even as an 
untoward incident wherein a 
candidate was injured in the 
stampede at Kushalnagar 
was witnessed. The result of a 
GP post at Garvale had to be 
counted three times following 
objections and errors during 
the counting process. A 
candidate demanded 
recounting following just a 
difference of two votes in the 
final counting as candidate 
Cariappa was declared winner 
with 210 votes against 
Nanjunda who got 208 votes. 
The second counting declared 
Nanjunda as the winner with 
a difference of one vote. 
Finally, after much confusion, 
the third counting was carried 
out in the presence of MLA 
Appachu Ranjan with BJP-
backed Nanjunda winning the 
fray with one vote. 

Toss for win!!
Udupi: In an interesting poll 
counting-related incident, 
two Congress-backed 
candidates had to go in for a 
coin toss to settle the issue 
after both secured equal 
numbers of votes (229) in 
Udyavara 9 ward of Udyavara 
GP. Lawrence D’Sa (general) 
and Shekar K Kotyan (BCM-A 
candidate) secured equal 
votes and Lawrence who 
called the coin toss that the 
returning officer performed 
correctly got the opportunity 
to serve the ward.

SDPI activists booked for sedition, party blames journo of ‘doctoring’ video
Mangaluru: More than 10 activists of Social Democratic Party of India(SDPI) have been booked for sedition on charges of 
raising pro-Pakistan slogans in Belthangady while counting was underway for recently held panchayat elections. Dakshina 
Kannada Superintendent of Police B N Laxmi Prasad speaking to The New Indian Express said that a case has been registered 
against several activists for raising pro-Pakistan slogans outside the counting centre at Ujire and also requested the public to 
share videos related to the incident. However, DK district president of SDPI  Attaullah Jokatte accused a private news channel 
reporter of doctoring the video and said they have filed a complaint against the channel reporter at Ujire police station. ENS

ALMANAC TODAY
 Thursday: 31/12/2020  Year: Sri Sarvari  Ayana: Dakshinayana 

  Ritu: Himantha  Masa: Margashira  Paksha: Krishna  Tithi: Prathami 8:56 am 
  Nakshatra: Punarvasu 7:46 pm  Moon in Kartaka Rashi  Rahukaala: 01:30 pm to 03:00pm

 Gulikakala: 09:00 am to 10:30 am   Yamaganda: 03:00 am to 04:30 am

MAX

330C
MIN

270C
FORECAST

More sun than clouds.

Sunrise 6.52 am

Sunset 6.15 pm

Moonrise  11.37 am

Moonset 7.46 pm

IN THE COURT OF THE PRL, 
CIVIL JUDGE AND J.M.F.C 

AT UDUPI
Crl. Misc. Case No. 233/2020

Between : Ramesh Raghu Nayak           
... Petitioner

AND
The Births and Deaths Registrar,
Tahashildar, Udupi Taluk        

... Respondent

TO WHOMSOEVER IT MAY 
CONCERN

Take notice that, the petitioner above 
named has filed above petition seeking 
an order directing the respondent to 
make an entry of date of death of his 
brother RAVINDRA NAYAK, dated 
10.05.1989 in the death register 
relating to Pernankila Village of Udupi. 
Interested person/s may appear and 
file objections if any in the above 
matter either in person or through 
advocate on this days 8th of Feb 2020 
at 11.00 AM otherwise matter will be 
heard and decide on that day. 
Given under my hand and the seal of 
this court this 30th day of December 
2020 at Udupi.

By order of this court
Sd/- Sheristedar
Sd/- Girish SP, 

Advocate For Petitioner

THE MOST
COST-EFFECTIVE
WAY TO REACH

YOUR CUSTOMERS
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CLASS I F I E DS
CHANGE OF NAME

I, ARSHIYA BANU (OLD NAME) 
W/o Yasin Abdul Sattar Usman, 
residing at H. No. 3-41(3) 
A S U Compound, Koppalangadi 
Padu Kaup, Udupi Taluk & Dist. 
574106 Karnataka have changed 
my name as ARSHIYA (NEW 
NAME) for all purposes vide 
affidavit dated 30.12.2020 sworn 
before Notary K Narayana Shetty 
Udupi.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Mrs. Sandhya, W/o Pramod 
Kamath, resident of H No. 
1-31B, Shri Bhagavathi 
Madaga, Athradi, Parika Road, 
Udupi 576 107 have changed 
my name as SANDHYA 
KAMATH as per an Affidavit 
dated 30.12.2020 duly notarized 
for all practical purposes.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Mrs. Gayathri, W/o Nagaraj 
Rao V S, resident of H No
7-1-19, Chitpady, 76 
Badagubettu, Udupi 576 101 
have changed my name as 
GAYATHRI N RAO as per 
an Affidavit dated 30.12.2020 
duly notarized for all practical 
purposes.

CHANGE OF NAME
I, YASEEN ABDUL SATHAR (OLD 
NAME) S/o Abdul Sattar Usman 
Saheb, residing at H. No. 3-41(3) A 
S U Compound, Koppalangadi Padu 
Kaup, Udupi Taluk & Dist. 574106 
Karnataka have changed my name 
as YASIN ABDUL SATTAR USMAN 
(NEW NAME) for all purposes vide 
affidavit dated 30.12.2020 sworn 
before Notary K Narayana Shetty 
Udupi.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MALALA YOUSAFZAI

ONE BOOK, 
ONE PEN, ONE 

CHILD, AND 
ONE TEACHER 
CAN CHANGE 
THE WORLD


