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2 migrants 
killed and 21 disappeared after their boat 
capsized on Sunday o� the Tunisian coast 
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DHAKA

A Hindu temple has been 
valdalised in Bangladesh 
in a fresh case of  commu-
nal unrest amidst days of  
violence unleashed by uni-
dentified Muslim bigots 
who attacked the minority 
community’s places of  wor-
ship during the Durga Puja 
celebrations over alleged 
blasphemy, prompting a 
minority group to an-
nounce a countrywide hun-
ger strike, media reports 
said on Sunday.

Hindu-owned temples 
and shops in Feni, about 
157 kms from the country’s 
capital, have been vandal-
ised and robbed during 
fresh clashes on Saturday 
which broke out after an at-
tack on demonstrators who 
were protesting against the 
attacks on Durga Puja ven-
ues in several places in 
Bangladesh, the Dhaka 
T r i b u n e  n e w s p a p e r 
reported.

The clashes left at least 
40 people, including the Of-
ficer In-charge Nizamud-
din of  Feni Model Police 

Station, injured, it said.
On Saturday night, au-

thorities deployed addi-
tional police forces and the 
paramilitary force -- Bor-
der Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB), after several tem-
ples and businesses owned 
by Hindus were vandalised 
and robbed during clashes 
that lasted from 4:30 PM 
(local time) to midnight, 
the report said.

The report said that 
some miscreants on Satur-
day vandalised six idols at 
the Daniapara Maha 
Shoshan Kali Mandir in 
Rashunia union of  Sira-
jdikhan upazila in Munshi-

ganj, about 40 kms from 
here.

It said that protests 
against attacks and vandal-
ism on Hindu temples dur-
ing the Durga Puja celebra-
tions continued across the 
country on Saturday, as did 
the vandalism that led to 
the public outcry.

Meanwhile in the coun-
try’s southeastern port city 
of  Chittagong, the Bangla-
desh Hindu Buddhist 
Christian Unity Council 
announced a sit-in and 
hunger strike from Octo-
ber 23 in protest against 
the attacks during the Du-
rga Puja celebrations. The 

protest events will take 
place at Dhaka’s Shahbagh 
and Chittagong’s Andarkil-
la, the council’s General 
Secretary Advocate Rana 
Dasgupta said at a press 
conference at the Chit-
tagong Press Club. Before 
making the announcement, 
the forum observed a six-
hour strike in Chittagong 
on Saturday. The Bangla-
d e s h  P u j a  U d j a p a n 
Parishad has demanded ex-
emplary punishments for 
those involved in the ram-
pant Vandalism, violence 
and mayhem that took 
place during the Durga 
Puja celebrations.

Milan Kanti Dutta, presi-
dent of  the forum, said that 
they would launch a tough-
er movement if  the govern-
ment did not pay heed to 
their demand.

“From the home minis-
ter to ruling party General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader, 
everybody has assured us 
saying they are informed 
about everything. If  you 
know everything, why are 
you not punishing the cul-
prits?” he asked.  PTI 

Call for hunger stir as attacks on 
temples continue in Bangladesh
40 injured in clashes over Durga Puja footage in Feni, several Hindu-owned shops robbed 

Muslims lock hands during a protest outside Bangladesh’s main Baitul 
Mukarram Mosque in Dhaka on Saturday |  AP

WASHINGTON

CHINA has tested a new space capa-
bility with a hypersonic missile, the 
Financial Times  reported on 
Saturday. 

The report, citing multiple sourc-
es familiar with the test, said that 
Beijing in August launched a nucle-
ar-capable missile that circled the 
Earth at low orbit before descend-
ing toward its target, which three 
sources said it missed by over 32 
kilometers.

FT sources said the hypersonic 
glide vehicle was carried by a Long 
March rocket, launches of  which it 
usually announces, though the Au-
gust test was kept under wraps. The 

report added that China’s progress 
on hypersonic weapons “caught US 
intelligence by surprise.”

“We have no idea how they did 
this,” a source told the UK newspa-
per.  Pentagon spokesman John 
Kirby said he would not comment 
on the specifics of  the report but 
added: “We have made clear our 
concerns about the military capa-
bilities China continues to pursue, 
capabilities that only increase ten-
sions in the region and beyond. 
That is one reason why we hold Chi-
na as our number one pacing 
challenge.”Along with China, the 
United States, Russia and at least 
five other countries are working on 
hypersonic technology. Hypersonic 

missiles, like traditional ballistic 
missiles which can deliver nuclear 
weapons, can fly at more than five 
times the speed of  sound.  

But ballistic missiles fly high into 
space in an arc to reach their target, 
while a hypersonic flies on a trajec-
tory low in the atmosphere, poten-
tially reaching a target more quick-
ly. Crucially, a hypersonic missile is 
maneuverable (like the much slow-
er, often subsonic cruise missile), 
making it harder to track and de-
fend against. While countries like 
the United States have developed 
systems designed to defend against  
ballistic missiles, the ability to 
track and take down a hypersonic 
missile remains a question. AFP

Chinese hypersonic missile circles 
earth, leaves United States stunned 

ARMS RACE 

Earthquake in Gorkha 
revives bad memories

An earthquake measuring 4.3 
struck Nepal’s western Gorkha 

district on Sunday, however 
no casualty or loss of property 

was reported, officials said. 
The epicentre of the tremor, 
which occurred at 4.09 am- 
(03.54 IST), was located at 

Manabu village in the district, 
145 km northwest of 

Kathmandu, according to the 
National Seismological Centre 

of Nepal. The tremor was felt 
in parts of the Kathmandu 

Valley. However, no causality 
or damage was reported. 

Residents of Manabu said the 
tremor brought back 

memories of the devastating 
2015 Gorkha earthquake. In 

April 2015, a devastating 
earthquake of 7.8-magnitude 

rocked Nepal, killing nearly 
9,000 people and wounding
nearly 22,000 others. It also 

damaged over 800,000 
houses and school buildings.

Thais not happy with govt decision to 
reopen on Nov 1  
Strict Covid-19 restrictions have sparked 
protests in various parts of the world. In 
contrast, in Thailand, many have expressed 
concerns at the government’s decision to 
reopen the country on November 1. They say it’s 
too early. More than 1,300 people took part in 
an online survey conducted last week. Over 
60% of the respondents said the decision to 
reopen the country on November 1 is wrong. 
According to most survey respondents, the 
current pace of vaccination does not justify the 
proposed reopening the country.

A S I A  M AT T E R S NEPAL   PAKISTAN 

THAILAND

Man kills wife, kids over 
alleged baby stealing 
A 50-year-old Pakistani man 
allegedly shot dead his wife 
and two daughters on Sunday 
suspecting them of thievery, in 
the latest incident of ‘honour 
killing’ in the country, police 
said. The shooting occurred 
under the jurisdiction of Kalu 
Khan Police Station in Swabi 
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, officials said. Jan 
Bahadur suspected his wife and 
daughters of stealing a 
newborn from the Mardan 
Medical Complex, a related FIR 
was also filed. Bahadur, along 
with his nephew Tayyab Jan, 
allegedly gunned down the 
three women, whose names 
and other details have been 
withheld. The women died on 
the spot, while the accused 
manage to flee the scene. Over 
1,000 women and nearly 600 to
800 men are killed in Pakistan 
in the name of honour killing 
every year.

MIAMI

A graft-accused Colombian business-
man who is a close ally of  Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro was on Sat-
urday extradited to the US from Cape 
Verde, a source in his legal team said.

Alex Saab “is in the plane and he is 
coming to the US,” the source said.

Saab and his business partner Al-
varo Pulido are charged in the United 
States of  running a network that ex-
ploited food aid destined for Venezuela, 
an oil rich nation mired in an acute eco-
nomic crisis.

They are alleged to have moved some 
$350 million out of  Venezuela into ac-
counts they controlled in the United 
States and other countries. They risk 
up to 20 years in prison.

Saab, who also has Venezuelan na-
tionality and a Venezuelan diplomatic 
passport, was indicted in July 2019 in 
Miami for money laundering, and was 
arrested during a plane stopover in 
Cape Verde off  the coast of  West Africa 
in June 2020.

The US Department of  Justice did 
not immediately respond to reuqest for 
comment. Colombian President Ivan 
Duque said he had in fact been extra-

dited. “The extradition of  Alex Saab is 
a triumph in the fight against the drug 
trafficking, asset laundering and cor-
ruption that the dictatorship of  Nicolas 
Maduro has fostered,” Duque tweeted.

“Colombia has supported and will 
continue to support the United States 
in the investigation of  the transnation-
al crime network led by Saab.”

Responding to the extradition, Ven-
ezuela’s government said it would halt 
negotiations with the country’s 
opposition.

Maduro ally extradited to US 
over money laundering 

President of Venezuelan National Assembly Jorge 
Rodriguez speaks to the press with an image 
of Colombian businessman Alex Saab in the 
background |  APWASHINGTON 

US real estate mogul Robert 
Durst, sentenced to life in pris-
on for killing his best friend, 
has been placed on a ventilator 
after becoming infected with 
Covid-19, according to a US me-
dia report published Saturday.

Defence Attorney Dick De-
Guerin said he was notified 
that Durst was admitted after 
testing positive for the corona-
virus. DeGuerin told multiple 
media outlets that Durst is on a 
ventilator. Additional details 
on his condition were not im-
mediately made available.

The Los Angeles Superior 
Court said in a statement Sat-
urday that the court was noti-
fied someone present for the 
sentencing hearing for Durst 
on Thursday had tested posi-
tive for Covid-19.

“As a result, the Court will 
follow CDC and LA County De-
partment of  Public Health 
guidelines for assessing close 
contacts of  the infected indi-
vidual,” the statement read.

No additional Covid-19 cases 
have been reported.

Jailed American 
tycoon put on 
ventilator after 
catching Covid 

Robert Durst

COLOMBO  

SRI Lanka has sought a $500 million 
credit line from India to pay for its 
crude oil purchases amid a severe for-
eign exchange crisis in the island 
nation.

The move came few days after ener-
gy minister Udaya Gammanpila 

warned that the current availability of  
fuel in the island nation can be guaran-
teed only till next January.

The state-run Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration owes nearly $3.3 billion to the 
two main government banks – Bank of  
Ceylon and People’s Bank. The state oil 
distributors imports crude from West 
Asia.

Lanka seeks $500 mn credit 
from India for fuel purchase  


