Contract health workers who were threatened to strike work, have
deferred further action until July 1, after Health Minister Sriramulu met
with them and assured them that the government would meet their
demands by bringing it up during the upcoming Cabinet meetings
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Map college enrolment with new tool: Experts
Loophole
in GER
GER, or Gross
Enrolment
Ratio, is a
simple
mechanism
that has been
used widely
even in Western
countries for
decades, and
does not
account for
those who
are ineligible -school
dropouts, for
instance -- to
attain a
college degree

PEARL MARIA D’SOUZA
@Bengaluru

The problem with falling enrolment in colleges is not because
of inadequacies in higher education but in secondary education, as per senior education
officials. This is because there
is a large gap between the number of students in the age group
that Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) calculates, and the number of students actually eligible for the calculation.
GER has served as a measure
to calculate access to education. The draft National Education Policy aims to increase
GER from its current 26.3 per

A Tunnel Boring Machine at the Shivaji Nagar Metro Station site in Bengaluru | SHRIRAM BN

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

The machines have to be operated by engineers of the
manufacturing company due to warranty conditions
THE stoppage of regular international flight operations
by India is set to impact the
commencement of tunnelling
work in Metro’s Phase-II. The
intricate and complicated
task of drilling the soil 65 feet
below requires Chinese expertise to operate its four
Tunnel Boring Machines, say
senior officials handling the
project.
While three machines have
been partially assembled with
assistance from Chinese engineers, the fourth machine, is
yet to be put together. However, even after the TBMs are assembled, drilling work cannot
begin due to the pandemic,
Radhakrishna Reddy, Director, Projects, Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited,
told TNIE.
“To start drilling, we will
require experts from Chinese
Rail Construction Heavy Industry (CRCHI), the supplier
of the machines. The rear por-

tion of one machine at Cantonment will be ready by end
of June. If India opens up international travel, engineers
can fly here immediately. If
not, the tunneling work will
get delayed,” he said.
Giving instructions via video conference is not possible,
Reddy said, as engineers need
to physically operate the machine for 1 kilometre and
check it out as there is a warranty on the machines, each
of which weighs 450 tonnes
and costs Rs 70 crore (including shipping).
Four TBMs given the Sanskrit names of Avni, Urja,
Lavi and Vindhya were
shipped from November to
April to lay the underground
rail line from Nagawara to Diary Circle of the Reach-6
Line. “We had to get special
permission from the government to ship two of them
which were stuck at the Tamil
Nadu-Karnataka border for
two weeks after the lockdown
was enforced,” he added.

How the
tunnels will
be built
The two TBMs at
Cantonment will drill
toward Shivaji Nagar
station. “One machine
needs to move 40 to
50 metres and then
we will begin the next
one,” Reddy
explained. After they
reach the destination,
they will be brought
by road to
Cantonment and
drilling will begin in
the reverse direction
towards Pottery
Town. The TBMs at
Shivaji Nagar will drill
towards MG Road
Metro station. From
there, they would be
dragged along the
base of the Metro
station that is being
built and will head to
Vellara Junction Metro
Station, the Director
said. The underground
metro line has a June
2024 deadline.

Retd HC judge
to head medical
fee committee
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

THE state government has appointed a former judge of the
Karnataka High Court as the
president of the Fee Regulatory Committee, which formulates the fee structure for medical courses in private colleges.
On Wednesday, GM Venkateshaiah, under secretary to the
Higher Education Department
(Technical Education), issued a
notification appointing retired
high court judge Justice Subhash B D, as the president of
the Committee constituted under the Karnataka Professional
Educational Institutions (Regulation of Admission and Determination of Fee) Act with
immediate effect, for one year
or until further notice, whichever is earlier.
The high court had, during
the hearing of a PIL on Monday, pulled up the State government and sought a response on
what action had been taken on
the court’s recommendation to
appoint a retired judge as the
head of the Committee.
The PIL was filed by Hubballibased Late GB Kulkarani Memorial Legal Trust, represented
by its president Dr Vinod
Kulkarni, a medical practitioner and social activist. It questioned the government’s April
30 annoucement of a 20 percent
and 30 percent hike in fees for
government and institutional
quotas in private medical colleges, for both medical and dental courses.

CM B S Yediyurappa and his colleagues during a video
conference with PM Narendra Modi on Wednesday | EXPRESS

Lockdown: K’taka to go
with Centre’s decision
C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1

KARNATAKA, however, has assured the PM
that it will adhere to any decision taken by the
Union Government.
The CM, who was recently applauded by
BJP national president JP Nadda for his handling of the pandemic, apprised Modi of the
use of technology to broaden Covid-19 containment measures in the state. “We are following
five Ts in our fight against Covid-19. Our Tracing, Testing, Treating, Tracking measures,
coupled with Technology, have helped contain
spread,” Yediyurappa told the PM.
The 673 fever clinics across the state have
ensured that hospitals do not become hotspots
of infection, Yediyurappa pointed out. “Out of
1.68 crore families in the state 1.5 crore families have been surveyed to identify and give
special attention to potential high-risk persons. Labs to test for Covid-19 have been increased to 72 with a capacity of testing 15,000
samples a day”, Yediyurappa said, highlighting that the state’s testing rate per million
stands at 7,500 while the positivity rate is 1.6
per cent.
The Prime Minister’s video conference with
Chief Ministers began with two minutes of
silence as a mark of respect to the 20 soldiers
of the Indian Army who lost their lives in Chinese aggression at Galwan Valley in Ladakh
on Monday night.

EXPRESS READ
Agri business, healthcare could gain in post-Covid world
Bengaluru: The Indian Institute of Plantation Management, Bengaluru, run by the Department of Union
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, recently organised a webinar on the growth potential for India’s
agricultural exports and career opportunities in that sector. Secretary General of the Apparel Export
Promotion Council Sanjeev Nandhwani, said that healthcare, and agribusiness and food sectors were set to
gain in a post-covid world. The IIPMB is set to launch a two-year PGDM course in agricultural
export and business management.

cation level, “hence focussing
on the expansion of higher education to increase GER is misplaced,” experts say.
As per the All India Survey
on Higher Education (AISHE)
2019, India has 3.7 million students in 993 universities,
39,931 colleges and 20,275
standalone institutions.
Yet, GER -- at 26.3 pc -paints a dull picture,
placing India below the
global average of 29 pc.
In a research published in
the Economics and Political
Weekly, Pankaj Mittal of Association of Indian Universities,
and Bhushan Patwardhan from
University Grants Commis-

sion, and others checked for
completion ratio of 10 countries including India. The
measure checks how many people in the relevant age group
have completed the last grade
of a given level of education (in
our case, class 12). Using UNESCO Institute of Statistics data
and a forecasting tool, for 20132017, UK, Ger many, USA ,
France had over 77 of 100 students eligible for higher education, whereas in India, just 42.3
per cent were eligible.
When extrapolating this information, they found that developing countries fared better
on EER values in comparison
to GER values.

Chipko in the city: Locals hug trees
to protest axing for Metro project

Metro TBMs wait for
Chinese drill experts
S LALITHA @Bengaluru

cent to over 50 per cent by 2035.
Experts are pushing for a
change in the measure to check
enrolment at college level -from the traditional GER to a
new Eligible Enrolment Ratio
(EER). GER is a simple
mechanism that has been
used widely even in the
West for decades, and
does not account for
those who are ineligible
to attain a college degree
such as school dropouts, a
senior UGC official told The
New Indian Express. Enrolling
in a college requires students
to complete their 12th grade.
This dropout level impacts
the indicator at the higher edu-

Actors Sonika Gowda and Ragini Dwivedi join a protest to
save trees on Bannerghatta Road on Wednesday | EXPRESS

TAKING a cue from the Chipko
movement, a group of activists
and locals got together on Bannerghatta Road on Wednesday,
asking the government and the
Karnataka High Court to save
trees from getting cut for Metro
Phase-2 line.
Citizens hugged the trees,
and took pictures, which will
be submitted to the government and the high court. Sandalwood actresses Ragini
Dwivedi and Sonika Gowda
also joined hands with
citizens.
“We do not want the trees to

be cut. We want the expert committee to be abolished as it has
repeatedly failed to do its duty.
We demand that a new committee, comprising activists and
concerned citizens, be constituted. We want action against
all those, including officials,
who have failed in their duty
and misguided the court,” said
Arun P, an activist.
Locals and activists stood
around 30 odd trees near Dairy
Circle on Bannerghatta Road,
which are to be axed for the
Metro line. Already, 15 trees
were cut last week.
“We demand a public hearing be held and the Tree Authority make public all inputs

submitted to it. They are not
just misguiding citizens, but
even the courts,” the locals
said.
They added that Covid-19 has
only shown the importance of
clean air. “On one hand, the
government is asking us to
safeguard the environment,
and on another, it is turning a
blind eye to agencies axing
trees. Not a single tree has been
transplanted and there is no
Tree Census report prepared so
far. If the survey to axe trees
during the lockdown was done,
as the government claims, then
why was no tree survey done to
know how many are there?”
they asked.

