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State govt sees scope for more check-dams on big streams
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

IN order to utilise every drop of  
water available in the State, the 
Telangana government has de-
cided to emulate the model of  
Karnataka and Maharashtra to 
construct a large number of  
check-dams across the State. 
And the Irrigation Department 
too started their efforts in right 
earnest towards achieving that 
objective.

As part of  those efforts, un-

der the directions of  Chief  
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao, a committee headed by re-
tired chief  engineer Vijay 
Prakash carried out a study on 
the construction of  check-dams 
on streams and rivulets. On 
Monday, Vijay Prakash con-
ducted a workshop for minor 
irrigation engineers at Jala 
Soudha on how to construct 
check-dams and how to identify 
the ideal locations for such 
dams. 

Using National Remote Sens-

ing Agency (NRSA) maps, Vijay 
Prakash explained that they di-
vided the rivulets into eight 
categories in the State. Priority 
for the construction of  check-

dams would be given to rivulets 
nearer to project command 
areas. 

Prakash said that he has 
identified as many as 319 check-
dams, anicuts and other rain 
water harvesting structures in 
Godavari basin, covering 6,500 
km and another 466 structures 
were identified in Krishna ba-
sin covering 5,700 km in the 
State.“However, all these struc-
tures are on small streams. 
There is a scope for construct-
ing more check-dams on big 

streams,” he said, while sug-
gesting the officials to go in for 
“handshake” type check-dams 
so that all of  them would be in-
tegrated. He suggested not to 
propose the construction of  
check-dams where the ground-
water is available at three-me-
tre depth. 

The villages where the 
groundwater is over exploited 
would be given preference in 
constructing the check-dams, 
Groundwater Department Di-
rector Pandit suggested. 

Sircilla MLA KT Rama Rao inspects Kaleshwaram project works on Monday |  EXPRESS

KTR inspects KLIS works in Konaraopet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Rajanna-Sircilla

TRS working president and 
Sircilla MLA KT Rama Rao on 
Monday inspected the ongoing 
works on the Malkpeta tunnel 
in Konaraopet mandal, which 
is part of  package-9 of  the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Scheme (KLIS). Rao praised 

concerned engineers and com-
pared their work to that of  
Chinese engineers. “Engi-
neers in Telangana are creat-
ing engineering marvels like 
those in China. I am sure the 
Kaleshwaram project will ful-
fil the dreams of  thousands of  
farmers,” he said. He said that 
90 per cent of  work in Malka-
pet reservoir was complete 

and only some distributer 
channels were yet to be built. 
Rao added adding that water 
would be supplied for irriga-
tion by October. 

KLIS was envisioned to pro-
vide irrigation water to over 2 
lakh acres in the district. “We 
want to ensure farmers have 
sufficient water to grow crops 
during both seasons,” he said.

‘Deported’ stamp a blotch 
to stay for life, say students
FROM PAGE 1
‘’However there is no clarity as to the number of  students who 
have returned so far. Students definitely are returning every-
day. We estimate hundreds of  them must have returned in the 
past few days,” Mohan Nannapaneni said.

Those who have returned, meanwhile, are still apprehensive 
to reveal their identity, speak publicly or even use their US 
phone numbers. A student Express spoke to who was one of  
the first ones to return said that he has lost everything. 

“Not only have I lost the money I had paid, I have lost my job 
there and for the next three years I can’t even go back to the 
US. The ‘deported’ stamp on the passports will have repercus-
sions all through our lives,” he rued. 

Industry-friendly 
curricula for UG 
students mooted
Dept of Collegiate & Technical Education would 
add MOOCs to syllabus with 20 per cent credits

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

IN a bid to make undergradu-
ate education more flexible and 
industry oriented, collegiate 
education is set to get a facelift 
in the 2020-2021 academic year. 
This is due now that the engi-
neering and polytechnic col-
leges have gotten a make over 
recently. 

The Department of  Colle-
giate and Technical Education 
of  Telangana has decided to 
incorporate Massive On-
line Open Courses in 
the curriculum with 
20 per cent credits for 
the same, said Navin 
Mittal, commissioner 
of  Technical Education. 
He was speaking to Express 
during the 9th Higher Educa-
tion and Human Resource Con-
clave organised by the Depart-
ment of  Colle giate  and 
Technical Education of  Telan-
gana along with Telangana 
State Council of  Higher Educa-
tion on Monday.

“The collegiate education is 
in the midst of  a change. We 
have already brought in some 
curriculum framework which 
is more flexible. From the next 
academic session, 20 per cent 
credits will  be obtained 
through MOOCs. There will 
also be an option for cross dis-
ciplinary programs and focus 

will be on project-based 
learning in the final 
year,” said the commis-
sioner, adding that the 

curriculum is being re-
vised with respect to market 

needs. Skills that are generally 
understood as co-curricular or 
extra-curricular, such as com-
puter, communication skills or 
managerial skills, will now be 
brought within the framework 
of  the curriculum. 

The department has also pro-
posed to divide major subjects 
into 4 buckets, of  which three 
would have to be chosen by stu-
dents. Within each bucket, 
there will be multiple options.
Students from the science 
stream will have the option to 
study Economics/ Computer/
Statistics with the Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry combo.

Focus on disruptive 
technologies: AICTE
Neetu Bhagat, AICTE 
deputy director said that 
the statutory body is now 
focussing on giving a push 
to new disruptive 
technologies like big data, 
data analytics, and the likes 
to make the engineering 
courses more industry-
friendly and their students 
more employable. 

386 VENUES FOR INTERMEDIATE EXAMS
386 centres have been constituted as venues to conduct 
practical examinations for 38,703 students who would be 
giving their Intermediate Public Examinations, 2019

HC reserves order on petitions against 
panchayats’ merger into municipalities

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

A division bench of  Telangana 
High Court on Monday re-
served its orders in batch peti-
tions filed challenging merger 
of  various gram panchayats 
into municipalities in various 
districts of  the State.

The bench comprising Chief  
Justice TBN Radhakrishnan 
and Justice A Rajasheker Red-
dy was dealing with petitions 
filed challenging Section 3(a) 
of  the Telangana Municipal 

Act in merging gram panchay-
ats into municipalities in the 
districts of  Karimnagar, Kham-

mam, Medak, Ranga Reddy, Ni-
zamabad, Nalgonda, Mahabub-
nagar and so on. 

Senior counsels Vedula Ven-
kataramana and Sarasani Saty-
am Reddy, appearing for the 
petitioners, contended that the 
State government was acting as 
per its whims and fancies in 
merging gram panchayats into
municipalities which was noth-
ing but depriving the rights of
the poor villagers. 

After hearing both sides, the
bench reserved its orders on 
the issue.

B A T C H  P E T I T I O N S

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Hyderabad

CONTRARY to allegations 
that the Indian students, who 
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the enrolment in 
the fake University of  Farm-
ington after an undercover 
operation, are been physical-
ly tortured and packed into a 
single cell, local Telugu or-
ganisations who are working 
across the US said this was 
not true. Calling the al-
legations baseless, 
they said that the stu-
dents are being taken 
care of  properly.

In addition to pro-
viding legal aid, the 
groups have also vis-
ited the detained stu-
dents and said that 
though they are 
placed in detention 
centres, there is no 
possibility of  any-
one being roughed 
up. “They are placed 
in detention centres 
along with criminals 
so naturally there 
wi l l  be  anxiety 
among students. 
There was an allega-
tion that a female 
student was given 
beef  but that because they do 
not have exclusive vegetarian 
food. But I am sure they will 
have some vegetarian food 
too. It is a detention centre so 

it cannot be conformable. 
And this was a stray inci-
dent,” said Mohan Nannap-
aneni, founder of  Team Aid.

Different associations like 
Team Aid, TRS unit of  USA 
and American Telugu Asso-
ciation among others have 
had members visit the deten-
tion centre and are tying to 
attach one attorney with each 
centre. With students scat-
tered across different jails 

and detention centres 
across the US, associa-

tions said it is difficult 
to get hire lawyers 
when fee can be as 
high as $2,000. 

Associations have 
also lauded the In-
dian External Af-
fairs Ministry for 
handling the matter
sensitively. With the 
Indian Embassy get-
ting Consular ac-
cess, diplomats and 
attorneys are able to 
meet the students. 
“Attorneys are try-
ing to end settle the 
matter before the 
matter goes to trial,” 
said Nannapaneni.

The eight recruit-
ers, who are being 
put for trial by the 

US ICE for facilitating the 600
students’ illegal stay in the 
US will be produced before 
the US Criminal court on 
Monday. 

‘Students detained 
in US are not 
being tortured’

IN GOOD HANDS

They are placed in 
detention centres 

along with 
criminals so 

naturally there 
will be anxiety. 

There was a report 
that a girl was 

served beef, but
that was an 

isolated incident

Team Aid  
member

CI injured as 
protestors pelt 
stones
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Mahbubnagar

Boothpur CI Panduranga Red-
dy was injured when protestors 
at a vanta varpu protest in 
Damayipally in Koilkonda man-
dal pelted him with stones. 
They were protesting the merg-
er of  the mandal into the newly 
announced Narayanpet district. 
Reddy asked the protestors to al-
low an ambulance pass through 
when the violence took place. 

TS to share cost of laying 
rail line to Jaggaiahpet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE State government has 
in principle agreed to bear 
its share of  the cost for con-
ducting the survey and also 
for the construction of  a 115-
km long railway line from 
Bibinagar in Telangana to 
Jaggaiahpet in Andhra 
Pradesh. 

TRS leader and Rajya Sab-
ha member Badugula Lin-
gaiah Yadav submitted a 

memorandum to Chief  Sec-
retary SK Joshi at Secretar-
iat on Monday requesting 
the State government’s con-
sent for the laying of  the 
railway line. 

Lingaiah Yadav raised the 
issue in Rajya Sabha and 
also took up the matter with 
Railway Minister Piyush 
Goyal.  Railway Ministry 
wanted the MP to get a letter 
from the State indicating 
that it would bear its share 
of  the cost. 


