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Corporate colleges fleecing students 
in exchange for good marks: TSBIE
Board issues warnings to several colleges after receiving plaints from students and parents

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CORPORATE colleges, it ap-
pears, have found a novel way 
to earn off  of  their students. 
They have been charging any-
where between `2,000 to `5,000 
from their students on the pre-
text of  ‘good marks’. 

The Telangana State Board 
of  Intermediate Education (TS-
BIE) Friday issued a warning to 
several colleges against indulg-
ing in such activities.

“We are receiving complaints 
via phone calls and emails from 

the students and parents that 
the college managements are 
collecting huge amounts from 
students to help them score bet-
ter marks in the ensuing practi-
cal examinations com-
mencing February 1,” 
said TSBIE secretary A 
Ashok. He added that 
any management or 
principals found in-
dulging in such activi-
ties, will be liable for strin-
gent action.

In the official communiqué, 
the Board has also instructed 
students and parents not to pay 

any additional money in form 
of  any type of  fee to colleges. 
Students have also been ad-
vised to register complaints 
with the District Intermediate 

Education Officer (DIEO) 
concerned of  the TSCHE 
help desk by calling on 
040-246001100.

P Madhusudhan Red-
dy, president, Govern-

ment Junior Lecturers 
Association, Telangana 

said mere warning will not de-
ter corporate junior college 
managements from such tac-
tics. “Absence of  jumbling sys-

tem is the reason that colleges 
do such things and even get 
away with it. If  students go to 
other centres even for practical 
exams like they do for the theo-
ry examinations, this problems 
can be dealt with,” he said. 

A teacher of  a corporate jun-
ior college also blamed parents. 
“ Often college managements 
take advantage because all par-
ents want are marks. They 
push their children to any ex-
tent for better marks so that 
when colleges ask for money in 
lieu of  marks, they don’t hesi-
tate,”  the Zoology teacher said.

E N S @ Hyderabad

IT was August 2005 when 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment first imposed a blan-
ket ban on dance bars. That 
year, Telangana region saw 
a huge influx of  bar dancers 
trying to make a living in 
the State. As Maharashtra’s 
capital city Mumbai recent-
ly heaved a sigh of  relief  -- 
by successfully regularising 
its dance bars and their op-
erations -- a police officer 
recollects how the city’s pre-
vious attempts to clear the 
vice of  dance bars wreaked 
havoc in the neighbouring 
region, the imprints of  
which can be found till date. 

In Hyderabad, Banjara 
Hills and Jubilee Hills areas 
saw a number of  pubs and 
bars offering live dances at 
the time. But they all failed 
after being denied permits. 
“There were two instances 
when dance bars tried to 
come up in the city. But they 
failed as they could not ob-
tain required licenses to 
carry out the live shows,” 
said a senior police officer 
on condition of  anonymity. 
“Live shows need special 

permissions and they could 
not obtain back then,” he 
added. 

In the light of  the recent 
Supreme Court order lifting 
the ban on dance bars, will 
we see more of  them in the 
city? Seemingly not, ob-
serves the police official. 
“Maharashtra has had a cul-
ture of  dance bars for a long 
time now. It has been a part 
of  their society but the same 
is not true for Telangana. 
There is very little possibil-
ity of  dance bars coming up 
in the city,” the officer said. 

However, it may be noted 
that there were several in-
stance where several semi-
nude dances have been ram-
pant across the State. The 
recent one being in Gajwel 
where seven doctors were 
caught with semi-naked fe-
male dancers. The city has 
also seen Mujra dances or-
ganised at parties in its 
farmhouses. Pahadishareef  
police recently filed cases 
against three persons and 
rescued five girls. So dance 
bars cropping in the State 
may not be such a far 
fetched idea after all? Only 
time will tell. 

R I T W I K A  M I T R A @ New Delhi

THE National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has 
rapped the University of  Hy-
derabad on ST students facing 
difficulty in depositing their 
semester fees due to delay in 
receiving their scholarships.

With the Centre and state of-
ten releasing the funds late, 
students are left struggling to 
manage their semester fees, the 
Commission has learnt during 
a visit to the university on 
Thursday. 

In several cases, the sched-
uled tribe (ST) students had to 
borrow money in order to clear 
their dues before being able to 
take their exams. This was the 
case in 50-60 per cent of  the cas-
es among ST students who are 
pursuing their post graduate 
degrees, integrated courses or 
their M.Phil, says NCST.

“The Commission has rec-
ommended that all ST students 
should be exempted from tui-
tion fees. They are made to run 
from pillar to post for clearanc-
es before exams. The students 
do not receive their scholar-
ships on time. Why should they 
suffer for this ,” said S K Rath, 
joint secretary, NCST.

Telangana Jagruthi’s int’l youth 
leadership meet starts today

They’re role models for tribe: 
Kin of teens killed in US fire

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Hyderabad 

THE two-day Telangana Jag-
ruthi International Youth 
Leadership Conference will 
kick-start on Saturday at Novo-
tel Conventional Centre, Hy-
derabad, seeing a participation 
of  over 500 delegates from 110 
countries. This year’s focus 
will be on United Nation- Sus-
tainable Development Goals 
with an underlying theme of  
‘Mahatma Gandhi’s Path To 
Sustainability & Innovation’. 

Founder and president of  
Telangana Jag ruthi—MP 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha will host 
the event with social activist 
Anna Hazare, as the chief  
guest. He will speak on the 
Gandhian Path and India’s 
unique role in sustainable 
development.  

On Saturday senior journal-
ist Shekhar Gupta will moder-
ate a panel discussion on ‘What 
Have Policymakers Done for 
Youth Development in India?’  

Both days post lunch there 
will be 10 breakout sessions. On 
Saturday the sessions will fea-
ture industry experts who will 
sit on a parallel panel session to 
discuss the 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and share ide-
as for improving operational 
efficiency, promoting worker 

safety and wages, managing 
global partnership goals, life 
below water and life above 
land. 

A parallel panel discussion 
will focus on issues impacting 
poverty, gender rights, govern-
ment sector and private sector, 
quality education, good health 
and sanitation and responsible 
consumption and production.  

On Sunday, the conference 
will conclude with the keynote 
by Kamal Singh, executive di-
rector, UN Global Compact and 
Member of  Parliament of  the 
United Kingdom, Virendra 
Sharma will speak on the inter-
national policies on develop-
ment of  youth. 

This will be followed by a 
panel discussion on Women’s 
leadership and sustainable de-
velopment, Nishtha Satyam, 
UN Women, Deputy Country 
Representative for India, Bhu-
tan, Maldives and Sri Lanka; 
Seema Malhotra, Member of  
Parliament of  United Kingdom 
and other women leaders. 

Later in the day, 10 breakout 
session featuring 10 exhibiting 
companies conducting a work-
shop on gender sensitivity, Pre-
vention Of  Sexual Harassment 
in work place, environment, 
policy making, etc. TJYLC 2019 
will have nearly 600 delegates 
from around the world.

As SC lifts ban, State to  
see surge of dance bars?

NCST raps UoH 
over issue of ST 
students’ fees

People pay their  last respects to the three children, who were killed due to asphyxiation in the US fire mishap on Chirstmas 
eve 2018, at Baptist Church in Hyderabad on Friday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@Hyderabad 

IT was a holiday that should 
have ended with pleasant 
memories. But it proved to the 
last Christmas Eve for the 
three siblings - Joy Suchita, 
Aaron Naik, and Satwik Naik 
- studying in the USA after an 
unceremonious fire broke out. 

Three weeks later, their bod-
ies were brought back to the 
city on Friday morning ren-
dering the parents of  the sib-
lings -- K Srinivas Naik and 
Sujatha Naik -- inconsolable. 
Although not a single burn 
could be seen on their bodies, 
given the three were died due 
to asphyxiation. 

On Friday, when their mor-
tal remains were flown back, 
Christian community leaders 
descended from across the 
city to stand in solidarity with 
the grieving family. 

“We were like a close-knit 
group of  ten cousins who 
would meet during the sum-
mer vacations each year near 
their old home in Bagh Am-

berpet,” recalled Vijay Kumar, 
a cousin of  the siblings. The 
three siblings moved to the 
USA about two years back af-
ter attaining a scholarship 
from the French Camp Acad-
emy, located in Mississippi. 

According to the family 
members, the three were to 
spend the Christmas vacation 
at their family friend  Danny 
Coudriet’s home. 

“They were excited to meet 
their host. We even spoke on a 
video call prior to the trage-
dy,” said Ashok Naik, another 
cousin. “But the night abrupt-
ly brought an end to their 
lives,” he added while terming 
them to be ‘their role models 
for their Banjara tribe to-
wards a better education and 

life’. Though the investigation 
is still underway, the family 
members suspect that fire 
from the chimney spread 
through the carpets, and the 
entire house resulting in the 
death. “Some are saying that 
there was an electrical short 
circuit but we are inclined to 
believe that fire emerged 
through the wood-burning 
fireplace that eventually 
spread through the entire 
ground floor,” said Vijay Ku-
mar. Unlike India, fire alarms 
and sprinklers are a must for 
all in homes in the USA but in 
the case at hand, there was 
only one smoking fire alarm,
according revealed a report by 
Associated Press. 

The prayer service held for 
the deceased children at the 
Baptist church saw the inter-
national speaker Ravi Zacha-
rias deliver a sermon, while 
pastor G Samuel, Bishop of  
Methodist Church of  India 
MA Daniel, and Telangana 
State minorities vice-chair-
man Shankar Luke condoling 
the family. 

Avoid poll publicity through 
media, SEC tells candidates
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

WITH gram panchayat elections just days 
away, the State Election Commission 
(SEC) has issued notices to all contesting 
candidates and media outlets to abstain 
from taking or giving publicity through 
any form of  media for candidates contest-
ing in the ensuing elections. In a press 
release, the SEC stated that publicity 

should be stopped 44 hours before the day 
of  polling. 

As the polls are being held in three 
phases, the SEC has specified that cam-
paigning should stop on January 19, 23 
and 28 for phase 1, 2 and 3 respectively.  
Persons or organisations who violate the 
law will be punished under Telangana 
Panchayat Raj Act, 2018 with imprison-
ment until two years, the SEC said. 

MAREDDY TAKES CHARGE AS CIVIL SUPPLIES CORP CHIEF
Former chairman of Siddipet market yard Mareddy Srinivas Reddy 
on Friday assumed charge as the Chairman of Telangana State Civil 
Supplies Corporation at the Civil Supplies Bhavan on Friday

Following the 
Gandhian 

path to 
development

This year’s focus 
will be on United 

Nation- 
Sustainable 

Development 
Goals with an 

underlying theme 
of ‘Mahatma 

Gandhi’s Path To 
Sustainability & 

Innovation’. Chief 
Guest and social 

activist Anna 
Hazare will speak 

on the Gandhian 
Path and India’s 

unique role in 
sustainable 

development and 
why youth are the 

key to attain the 17 
Sustainable 

Development 
Goals laid out by 

the United 
Nations. 

EXPRESS READ
Lohri Mela 2019 to be 
held on January 20 
Hyderabad: Punjabi Seva Samithi 
in collaboration with Telangana 
Punjabi Sabha are organising 
Lohri Mela on Sunday at Mehboob 
college, Secunderabad from 7 pm. 
Authentic Punjabi food, 
exuberant Bhangra and Gidda 
performances along with Hanit 
Anneja are some highlights.

‘Meet UR MD’ and  
‘Dial UR MD’ postponed
Hyderabad: HMWS&SB’s ‘Meet 
UR MD & Dial UR MD’ 
programmes to be held Saturday 
have been postponed. The next 
date will be intimated soon. The 
Revenue Adalat will be held on 
Saturday, between 3 pm & 4 pm.  
Consumers may resolve billing 
disputes and any other grievances 
related to revenue matters. 

GHMC special council 
meeting on Jan 28
Hyderabad: To discuss the budget 
estimates for the year 2019-20 
and the revised budget estimates 
for 2018-19 of Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation (GHMC), 
the 13th special meeting  of the 
corporation will be held on 
January 28. GHMC has proposed a 
budget estimates of `11,538 crore 
for the year 2019-20. 

We were all a close-knit 
group of ten cousins who 
would meet during the 
summer vacations  
each year near their old 
home in Bagh Amberpet

Vijay Kumar, a cousin of the  
deceased children


