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Devotees can book Kalyana Mandapams 
online. They can book online tickets at all  
sub-temples in Tirupati and in the district 

Anil Kumar Singhal,  
TTD EO

Eastern Ganga kings of Odisha built 
temples in Visakhapatnam in the 11th 
and 12th centuries

Chittoor Collector receives Limca Record  
certificate for building 2,70,251 toilets

TTD EO Singhal unveils  
developmental activities
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

MAHA Samprokshanam will be per-
formed at the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) constructed Lord Ven-
k a t e sw a r a  t e m p l e  o n  S w a m y 
Vivekananda Trust office premises in 
Kanyakumari, on Sunday, Anil Kumar 
Singhal, Executive Officer announced 
here on Saturday.

Addressing the staff  and gathering at 
the flag-hoisting ceremony on the occa-
sion of  nation’s 70th Republic Day, Sin-
ghal disclosed  major developmental ac-
tivities and construction of  temples 
across the nation. “As part of  the TTD’s 
expansion activities, new temples are be-
ing constructed according to the requests 
of  devotees and donors,” he said.

The EO said that Kurukshetra, which 
is known as the battleground of  Panda-
vas and Kauravas in Mahabharat, recent-
ly a temple worth `34.6 crore was opened 
in Kurukshetra. 

“Around the TTD temple in Kurukshet-
ra, there is Brahm Sarovar, Kurukshetra 
battleground, Sri Krishna temple and 
several auspicious and important plac-
es,” Singhal explained.

Singhal said that an ancient temple of  
Sri Rama at Vontimitta is being devel-
oped developed at a cost of  `100 crore on 
the lines of  Lord Venkateswara temple at 
Tirumala. Works worth `60.65 crore are 
nearing completion. He said that there 

are plans to construct 2,000 rooms in 
Tirupati and as part of  this project, ` 112 
crore was sanctioned. Tenders were final-
ised for building 500 rooms.

He said `74.7 crore worth of  rooms at 
Padmavati Choultry on Tiruchanur 
Highway will be opened to public in 
March and added that queue lines would 
be constructed at Narayanagiri Gardens 
at a cost of  `23 crore apart from toilets 
being built at a cost of  `6.41 crore.

The EO said that  ̀ 21.12 crore worth of  
elevation works would be taken up at all 
Kalayana Mandapams in Tirupati along 
with renovation of  choultries in Tiruma-
la at a cost of  ̀ 119 crore. He said that ̀ 3.5 
crore had been sanctioned for exclusive 
green covering at Tirumala.

Patriotitic fervour marks 70th Republic Day celebrations; `275.26-cr loans, assets distributed

TTD EO A K Singhal inspects the parade at Tirumala |  MADHAV K

ON PATH OF 
PROGRESS

`399 cr
Distributed to one 
lakh urban poor 
women through 
bank linkage

1,00,153
Ffamilies receiving 
` 10,000 income 
per month

`267 cr
Amount spent on 
33,258 farmers for 
drip irrigation in 
31,260 hectares

`144 cr
Amount to be 
distributed to 
19,000 farmers to 
bring 18,500 
hectares under 
drip irrigation in 
2019

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

ALL educational institutions, offices 
and business complexes in the district
came alive with patriotic fervour on 
the occasion of  the nation’s 70th Re-
public Day celebrations on Saturday. 
Young and old people were seen par-
ticipating in the celebrations enthusi-
astically at important junctions in var-
ious places.
 Every street looked clean and fresh in 
the temple town and special arrange-
ments were made to celebrate the Re-
public Day.

The district administration organ-
ised loan grounding programme and 
Collector PS Pradyumna distributed a 
total of  `275.26 crore worth of  loans 
and assets. He also received Limca 
Book of  Records Certificate during the 
parade for construction of  2,70,251 in-
dividual toilets.

The DRDA project director had given 
cheques worth `63.43 crore to 2,139 
members and MEPMA issued cheques 
worth ̀ 150 crore to 7,008 persons. Simi-
larly, APMIP issued cheques worth 
`52.19 crore to 8,632 members for pur-
chasing different types of  sprinklers, 
drip equipment and others.

BC Corporation issued `6.8 crore to 
3,857 people under the Aadarana 
Scheme-2 while SC Corporation pro-
vided `1.4-crore loans to 65 members. 

As many as 63 people belonging to Mi-
norities were distributed cash worth ` 
1.12 crore, and tractors, electric motors 
and others under various schemes. 
Through DWCRA, 4.5 lakh rural wom-
en were extended an assistance of  ` 
1,571 crore.

As part of  the celebrations, students 
of  the Government Degree College, 
Chittoor, performed ‘Desh Me Rangaa-
la ‘ a dance ballet which attracted the 
audience. RK Junior college students 
performed ‘Tricolour - happy faces’, a 
52-member team of  students per-
formed ‘Rang De Basanthi’.

 Several other groups presented pa-
triotic songs, ballets and monologues. 

Students of  Sudha English Medium 
School, Tirupati, recited slokas (poet-
ry) and patriotic songs.

District Yoga Association, yoga ash-
ram students and others performed 
yoga.

All departments exhibited their 
achievements. The tableau of  RWS De-
partment won the first place, Chittoor 
Municipality stood second while Dis-
trict Panchayat Department came 
third. 

At the parade, the Police Department 
exhibited modern ‘Mobile Vigilance 
Vehicle’, while the Agriculture Depart-
ment put up a tableau on ‘Zero-budget 
farming’ which attracted the people.

Collector P S Pradyumna presents a cheque for `63.34 crore to SHG women during the Republic Day celebrations in Chittoor on Saturday |  EXPRESS

SP Anburajan receiving guard of honour during the Republic Day parade |  MADHAV K

`150-CRORE TEMPLE              
AT AMARAVATI
The EO said that on January 31, a puja 
would be performed and construction 
of a `150-crore temple would be started 
at the State’s new capital Amaravati. 
“Divya Kshetram works of `7.9 crore are 
underway in Visakhapatnam along with 
Sithampet, Parvathipuram in 
Vizianagaram district and 
Rampachodavaram in East Godavari 
district at a total cost of `13.5 crore,” he 
said.

Top priority will be given to security, says TTD Executive Officer
Tirupati: Singhal said that they were giving top priority to security. “We have installed 280 CC 
cams and are going to establish another 1,050 at Tirumala,” he said. The EO said that there 
are 39 Kalyana Mandapams and devotees can book them online. “Devotees can also book 
their tickets at all sub-temples in Tirupati and in the district online,” he said. The TTD official 
said that by March-end, 500 people will complete the Archaka training and through ‘Art of 
Living’, the TTD education wing is offering skill development training to all female degree 
students. “A total of 900 deaf and dumb students are going to get four sets of uniforms and 
books along with free food and accommodation during their studies. Besides, `40.5-crore new 
hostel buildings are going to come up,” he said.

EXPRESS READ

Grandeur 
marks R-Day 
celebrations 
at Sri City
Tirupati: The 70th 
Republic Day was 
grandly celebrated 
at Sri City’s 
business centre. 
Deputy 
Superintendent of 
Police Bh Vimala 
Kumari unfurled 
the National Flag 
in front of the 
city’s security staff 
on the occasion. 
Kumari said, 
“Today, we are a 
great republic. This 
would not have 
been possible if 
our freedom 
fighters had not 
made sacrifices.”


