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APSRTC employees to go on indefinite strike from tomorrow
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

SERVICES of  Andhra Pradesh 
State Road Transport Corpora-
tion (APSRTC) are likely to be 
affected partially from Wednes-
day. The National Mazdoor Un-
ion (NMU) has decided not par-
ticipate in the strike call given 
by Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) headed by recognised un-
ion in the Corporation, Employ-
ees Union (EU). 

On January 23, the JAC con-
vened a meeting at the EU State 

Office on the premises of  Pandit 
Nehru Bus Station and threat-
ened to go on an indefinite strike 
from February 6 if  the manage-
ment failed to concede their
long-pending demands, includ-
ing implementation of  new pay 
revision from April 2017 and 50 
per cent fitment to the employ-

ees and ̀ 3,720 crore financial aid 
from the State government in 
the budget for next fiscal.  

Initially, the National Maz-
door Union also joined the hands 
with JAC and served strike no-
tice separately to vice-chairman 
and managing director NV 
Surendra Babu on January 25 

mentioning that they will also 
go on strike from February 8 if  
the demands were not met. 

Earlier, the JAC leaders sub-
mitted a representation to Chief  
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 
and Transport Minister K 
Atchannaidu. 

However, the JAC didn’t get 

any assurance from the Trans-
port Minister, forcing them to go 
on strike. Meanwhile, the politi-
cal parties backed the indefinite 
strike called by JAC from Febru-
ary 6.

When contacted, JAC conven-
er P Damodar said, “Surendra 
Babu negotiated with us and 
asked us to consider financial 
position of  the cash-strapped 
Corporation before going on in-
definite strike. If  our demands 
were not met now, there were no 
chances of  fulfilling them in 
near future.”

20-year-old girl abducted, 
gangraped by four youths  

ATROCITY

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Nellore 

A 20-year-old girl was allegedly gangraped by four youths near 
the railway goods godown in Sullurpeta on Sunday night. 

Gudur DSP J Babu Prasad said the victim, who hails from Vi-
zianagaram, is working in a private firm in 
Sri City. While she was talking to her boy-
friend near the railway goods godown, two 
youths approached them. The duo extorted 
money and valuables from the girl and her 
boyfriend by threatening them. In the mean-
time, two others reached the place and they 
all started molesting the girl. On hearing the 
siren of  police patrol vehicle, two of  them for-
cibly took the girl to a nearby place. Her boy-
friend went to Sullurpeta police station and 
informed the SI about the abduction of  his 
girlfriend. A police team rushed to the spot. 
But, the girl or the accused were not found. 
After sexually assaulting the girl, the youths 
left her on the Sullurpeta highway in the ear-
ly hours of  Monday. She reached Sullurpeta police station and 
lodged a complaint against the youths. Based on the complaint, a 
case has been registered against the youths under the Nirbhaya 
Act. The victim was sent to Sullurpeta government hospital for 
medical examination. Police security was provided to the victim, 
the DSP said. The police launched a manhunt to nab the 
accused. 

Local youths’  
hand 
suspected 
It is suspected that 
the accused in the 
gang rape are local 
youths, who 
frequent to the
railway goods 
godown area in 
Sullurpeta at night 
for consumption of 
liquor

Left plans protest against Modi’s visit
Vijayawada: Left parties including CPI and CPM have 

decided to stage protests across the State on February 
9 and 10 with empty pots and in other forms to 

oppose Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the 
State next week. In a press release, Left leaders said 

they decided to protest raising ‘Go Back Modi’ slogan, 
as the Prime Minister has failed to keep his promise to 

the State on granting special category status and 
implement the provisions of the AP Reorganisation 

Act. They called upon people to participate in the 
protest programmes in large numbers.

Mahila Cong lodges plaint with DGP
Vijayawada: Andhra Pradesh Mahila Congress leaders 
led by its president P Ramani Kumari lodged a 
complaint with DGP RP Thakur on Monday seeking 
action against ‘objectionable’ messages circulating on 
social media websites against party general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi. On the directions of All-India Mahila 
Congress president Sushmita Devi, who condemned 
the malicious propaganda against Priyanka Gandhi on 
social media, complaints were lodged with DGP and 
cybercrime police. Earlier, a protest rally was taken out 
from Andhra Ratna Bhavan.

Expedite Polavaram 
work, CM to officials
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu has directed the 
officials to expedite the Pola-
varam project work.

He reviewed the progress 
of  Polavaram project at his 
residence in Undavalli on 
Monday. Stating that 65.04 per 
cent of  the work was complet-
ed so far, he, however, wanted 
the officials to ensure its 
completion before the river 
Godavari received floods. He 
directed officials to expedite 
earth and concrete work.

The Chief  Minister said 
the Krishna water would 
reach Madanapalle by Tues-
day. He said 150 cusecs of  wa-
ter released to Cherlopalli 

reservoir and 85 cusecs to 
Chittoor border and the offi-
cials should ensure water 
supply to Kuppam by Febru-
ary 25.

KL Rao Sagar Pulichintala, 
Kandula Obul Reddy Gund-
lakamma reservoir, Madaka-
sira branch canal and 
Adavipalli reservoir are 
ready for inauguration. The 
CM said these projects would 
irrigate 1.7 lakh acres and 
13,40,772 acres ayacut would 
be stabilised.

Naidu said that the State 
government needs `20,849 
crore for completion of  26 
projects which would provide 
irrigation facility to 11,87,588 
acres of  new ayacut and sta-
bilisation of  water supply to 
23,00509 acres.

Leopard climbs tree after 
attacking four men in EG
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Rajamahendravaram

A leopard strayed into Ankam-
palem in Ryali mandal of  East 
Godavari district on Monday 
causing panic among villagers. 
    According to locals, the leop-
ard was first spotted in the agri-
culture fields on the village out-
skirts. Even before the farmers 
and agriculture workers ran to 
safety, it attacked four villagers. 
When the villagers started 
thronging the place to drive 
away the leopard, it climbed a 
coconut tree. The injured were 
shifted to hospital. Hundreds of  
people reached Ankampalem 
from surrounding villages to 
see the leopard perched on top 
of  the tree.

Kakinada DFO Nandani Sala-
ria told TNIE that lights and 
other necessary equipment 

were arranged to take up the 
rescue operation. “We are try-
ing to ascertain how the leopard 
entered the village and from 
where it has come,’’ the DFO 
said. A rescue team from Vi-
sakhapatnam reached Kakina-
da with tranquilisers. Another 
team from Rajamahendravaram 
would also participate in the 
rescue operation. Police had a 
tough time in controlling the 
huge crowd. Locals said it was 
for the first time, a leopard 
strayed into the village though 
deer used to move on the out-
skirts of   Ankampalem. 

People from surrounding villages throng Ankampalem to see big cat

 Surendra Babu negotiated with us and asked us to consider financial position of 
the cash-strapped Corporation before going on indefinite strike. If our demands 
were not met now, there were no chances of fulfilling them in near future

               JAC convener P Damodar

Andhra Pradesh suffered a revenue loss 
of `1,000 crore due to shoddy 
implementation of GST

Galla Jayadev, 
TDP MP

Rescue operation
A rescue team from Vizag reached 
Kakinada with tranquilisers. 
Another team from 
Rajamahendravaram would also 
participate in the rescue operation. 
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